


2 / AMERICAN JOURNAL  Volume 25, SPRING/SUMMER 2017



AMERICAN ANTIQUITIES JOURNAL  Volume 25, SPRING/SUMMER 2017/ 3

Enjoy your next road trip to
one of our 500+ client cities.

Let this be your guide for
shopping, dining, lodging,
recreation, entertainment &

historic points of interest for the
AMERICAN HERITAGE TOURIST

www.AmericanAntiquities.com

About the CoAbout the CoAbout the CoAbout the CoAbout the Covvvvvererererer

The first popular "arcade
games" included early amuse-
ment-park midway games
such as shooting galleries,
ball-toss games, and the earli-
est coin-operated machines,
such as those that claimed to
tell a person's fortune or that
played mechanical music. The
old Midways of 1920s-era
amusement parks (such as
Coney Island in New York)
provided the inspiration and
atmosphere for later arcade
games. In the 1930s the first

coin-operated pinball ma-
chines emerged. These early
amusement machines dif-
fered from their later electronic
cousins in that they were
made of wood. They lacked
plungers or lit-up bonus sur-
faces on the playing field, and
used mechanical instead of
electronic scoring-readouts.
By around 1977 most pinball
machines in production
switched to using solid-state
electronics both for operation
and for scoring.
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REGULARLY
SCHEDULED

EVENTS

Saturdays June 10 - Oct 7
Farmers� Market  Dntn
Troy OH  (937) 339-5455
TroyMainStreet.org
Thursdays June 1 - Sept
14  Farmers� Market  Dntn
Piqua OH  (937) 773-9355
PiquaFarmersMarket.com
1st full wkend every
month except Aug  Ur-
bana Antique Show  &
Flea Market  Champaign
Co FG, Urbana OH
(937) 788-2058
americanantiquities.com/
urbanaantiqueshow.html
3rd Sunday - April �
October  Burlington
Antique Show  Boone Co
FG, Burlington KY  (513)
922-6847
burlingtonantiqueshow.comBurlingtonAntiqueShow.com
Every Sat Year-Round
Flea Market  Collette�s
Vintage, Burton MI  (810)
715-1990
collettesvintage.com
Every Sat/Sun in Oct
Haunted Adventures
Cornwell�s Turkeyville,
Marshall MI  (269) 781-
4293  Turkeyville.com
Wednesdays (weather
permitting) May 11 -
Labor Day  Bike Night
Cornwell�s Turkeyville,
Marshall MI  (269) 781-
4293  Turkeyville.com
1st Wed each month Sept
� Apr  Comedy Night
Cornwell�s Turkeyville,
Marshall MI  (269) 781-
4293  Turkeyville.com
3rd Sat of every month
May � Oct  Outdoor Flea
Market  Nostalgia on 9
Antique Mall & Flea,
Shelbyville IN  (317) 392-
7701  nostalgia-on9.com

APRIL

1 - 2  Urbana Antique
Show  Champaign Co FG,
Urbana OH  937-788-2058
AmericanAntiquities.com/
urbanaantiqueshow.html
1 - 2  Flea-n-Tique - final
show at location - future
dates TBA  Coliseum,
Montgomery Co FG,
Dayton OH  937-256-5051
americanantiquities.com/
urbanaantiqueshow.html
6 � 9  Scott Antiques
Market  Atlanta Expo Ctr.
Atlanta GA  740-569-2800
ScottAntiqueMarkets.com
8 - 9  Brukner Woodcarv-
ing & Art Show  Miami
Co FG, Troy OH  937-322-
7650
BruknerNatureCarvers.com
16  Burlington Antique
Show  Boone Co FG,
Burlington KY  513-922-
6847
BurlingtonAntiqueShow,com
22  Old Time Plow Days
Cornwell�s Turkeyville,
Marshall MI  269-781-4293
turkeyville.com
22 - 23   Maysville KY
Antique & Craft Expo
King Burley Warehouse,
Maysville KY
859-954-1664
28 - 30  Washington
Court House Antique
Market  Fayette Co FG,
Washington CH OH  740-
569-2800
ScottAntiqueMarkets.com
29  Sportman�s Flea
Market  Cornwell�s
Turkeyville, Marshall MI
269-781-4293
turkeyville.com

MAY

6  Dining by Rail
Bradford Railroad Mu-
seum, Bradford OH  740-
654-0177
BradfordRRMuseum.org
6 � 7  Flea Market &
Antique Show
Cornwell�s Turkeyville,
Marshall MI  269-781-4293
turkeyville.com
6 - 7  Urbana Antique
Show  Champaign Co FG,
Urbana OH  937-788-2058
AmericanAntiquities.com/
urbanaantiqueshow.html
11 � 14  Scott Antiques
Market  Atlanta Expo Ctr.
Atlanta GA  740-569-2800
ScottAntiqueMarkets.com
13  Cruise-In & Artisan
Show  Dntn Covington
OH  937-570-0196
20 � 21  Art & Crafts
Show  Cornwell�s
Turkeyville, Marshall MI
269-781-4293
turkeyville.com
20  Outdoor Flea Market
Nostalgia on 9 Antique
Mall, Shelbyville IN   317-
392-7701  Nostalgia-
on9.com
21  Burlington Antique
Show  Boone Co FG,
Burlington KY  513-922-
6847BurlingtonAntiqueShow.com
27 � 29  Flea Market &
Antique Show
Cornwell�s Turkeyville,
Marshall MI  269-781-4293
turkeyville.com
28  Old Main Street
Antique Show  Dntn
Waynesville OH  937-840-
8634
WaynesvilleShops.com

JUNE

3 � 4  Strawberry Festival
Dntn Troy OH  937-339-
7714  GoStrawberries.com
3  Railroad Museum
Festival  Bradford RR
Museum, Bradford OH
937-552-2196
BradfordRRMuseum.org
3 - 4  Urbana Antique
Show  Champaign Co FG,
Urbana OH  937-788-2058
AmericanAntiquities.com/
urbanaantiqueshow.html
8 - 11  Scott Antiques
Market  Atlanta Expo Ctr.
Atlanta GA  740-569-2800
ScottAntiqueMarkets.com
9 - 10  Lost Creek Garden
& Antique Show  Troy
OH  937-335-1904
10 � 11  Flea Market &
Antique Show
Cornwell�s Turkeyville,
Marshall MI  269-781-4293
turkeyville.com
17  Antique & Artisan
Show  Dntn Tipp City
OH  937-667-0883
DowntownTippCity.org
17 � 18  Battle for
Turkeyville Civil War
Re-Enactment
Cornwell�s Turkeyville,
Marshall MI  269-781-4293
turkeyville.com
17  Outdoor Flea Market
Nostalgia on 9 Antique
Mall, Shelbyville IN  317-
392-7701  Nostalgia-
on9.com
18  Burlington Antique
Show  Boone Co FG,
Burlington KY  513-922-
6847
BurlingtonAntiqueShow,com
23 � 25  Washington
Court House Antique
Market  Fayette Co FG,
Washington CH OH  740-
569-2800
ScottAntiqueMarkets.com

JULY

1 - 2  Urbana Antique
Show  Champaign Co FG,
Urbana OH  937-788-2058
AmericanAntiquities.com/
urbanaantiqueshow.html
1 - 4  Flea Market &
Antique Show
Cornwell�s Turkeyville,
Marshall MI  269-781-4293
turkeyville.com
6 - 9  Scott Antiques
Market  Atlanta Expo Ctr.
Atlanta GA  740-569-2800
ScottAntiqueMarkets.com
8 � 9  Art & Crafts Show
Cornwell�s Turkeyville,
Marshall MI  269-781-4293
turkeyville.com
8 - 9  Hanoverton Home-
coming! (Formerly Ped-
dlers Days)  Village of
Hanoverton OH  330-223-
1938
8 - 9  Urbana Antique
Show  Champaign Co FG,
Urbana OH  937-788-2058
AmericanAntiquities.com/
urbanaantiqueshow.html
15  Outdoor Flea Market
Nostalgia on 9 Antique
Mall, Shelbyville IN  317-
392-7701  Nostalgia-
on9.com
16  Burlington Antique
Show  Boone Co FG,
Burlington KY  513-922-
6847
BurlingtonAntiqueShow,com
22  Flea Market & An-
tique Show  Cornwell�s
Turkeyville, Marshall MI
269-781-4293
turkeyville.com
29 � 30 Zoar Antique
Show & Sale  Zoar OH
Historic Village
330-874-3011
HistoricZoarVillage.com
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SUBSCRIBE TODAY

CATEGORY: Dealer Collector Auction Other____o o o o

NAME__________________________________________

ADDRESS_______________________________________

CITY_____________________STATE_____ZIP_________

Receive 2 issues of The American Antiquities Journal
& one issue of the GPS Antique Atlas

The cost is $18 in the U.S. to cover postage & handling
If you choose to receive only 2 issues of the Journal remit $12

If you choose to receive only the GPS Antique Atlas directory remit $6
MAIL CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO:

American Antiquities, 126 E. High St., Spfld., OH 45502

PLEASE START MY SUBSCRIPTION
FALL/WINTER SPRING/SUMMER GPS ANTIQUE ATLASo o o

Rate is $28 plus 48 cents per word for all words over 10 per issue.
The first 3 words appear in CAPITAL BOLD PRINT

CAMEO CLASSIFIED - $195 FOR 1 YEAR 1.78 x 1.38 or $85 PER ISSUEl

Please use the lines below to print your copy.
If additional space is needed enclose a separate piece of paper.

Mail to: AMERICAN ANTIQUITIES, 126 E. HIGH ST., SPFLD., OH 45504 or call 800-557-6281

FREE Internet & Kiosk classified listing with your purchase of a classified in the Journal!

CLASSIFICATION: Real Estate Dealers & Shops Products & Services

Wanted to Buy For Sale Other ________________________________

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

PHONE

EMAIL

o o o

o o o

AUGUST

5 - 6  Flea Market &
Antique Show
Cornwell�s Turkeyville,
Marshall MI  269-781-4293
turkeyville.com
10 � 13  Scott Antiques
Market  Atlanta Expo Ctr.
Atlanta GA  740-569-2800
ScottAntiqueMarkets.com
11 - 12  International
Antique Lamp Show &
Sale  Holiday Inn Expo
Ctr, Columbia MO  573-
581-8653 Aladdin
Collectors.org
12 Somerset Antique
Show & Appraisal Fair
on the streets of Somerset
PA, 814-445-6431
somersetpa.net

19 - 20  Flea Market &
Antique Show
Cornwell�s Turkeyville,
Marshall MI  269-781-4293
turkeyville.com
19  Outdoor Flea Market
Nostalgia on 9 Antique
Mall, Shelbyville IN  317-
392-7701  Nostalgia-
on9.com
20  Burlington Antique
Show  Boone Co FG,
Burlington KY  513-922-
6847
BurlingtonAntiqueShow,com
25 - 27  Washington
Court House Antique
Market  Fayette Co FG,
Washington CH OH  740-
569-2800
ScottAntiqueMarkets.com

26  Lakeside Chautauqua
Antique Show  Lakeside
grounds, Lakeside OH
248-425-2868
LakesideOhio.com

SEPTEMBER

2 � 4  Flea Market &
Antique Show
Cornwell�s Turkeyville,
Marshall MI  269-781-4293
turkeyville.com
2 - 3  Urbana Antique
Show  Champaign Co FG,
Urbana OH  937-788-2058
AmericanAntiquities.com/
urbanaantiqueshow.html
7 � 10  Scott Antiques
Market  Atlanta Expo Ctr.
Atlanta GA  740-569-2800
ScottAntiqueMarkets.com

16 - 17  Art & Crafts
Show  Cornwell�s
Turkeyville, Marshall MI
269-781-4293
turkeyville.com
16  Outdoor Flea Market
Nostalgia on 9 Antique
Mall, Shelbyville IN  317-
392-7701  Nostalgia-
on9.com
17  Burlington Antique
Show  Boone Co FG,
Burlington KY  513-922-
6847
BurlingtonAntiqueShow,com
23 � 24  Flea Market &
Antique Show
Cornwell�s Turkeyville,
Marshall MI  269-781-4293
turkeyville.com
29 � 30  Washington
Court House Antique
Market  Fayette Co FG,
Washington CH OH  740-
569-2800
ScottAntiqueMarkets.com

OCTOBER

1  Washington Court
House Antique Market
Fayette Co FG, Washing-
ton CH OH  740-569-2800
ScottAntiqueMarkets.com

7 � 8  Art & Crafts Show
Cornwell�s Turkeyville,
Marshall MI  269-781-4293
turkeyville.com
7 - 8  Urbana Antique
Show  Champaign Co FG,
Urbana OH  937-788-2058
AmericanAntiquities.com/
urbanaantiqueshow.html
12 - 15  Scott Antiques
Market  Atlanta Expo Ctr.
Atlanta GA  740-569-2800
ScottAntiqueMarkets.com
14 � 15  Sauerkraut
Festival  Dntn
Waynesville OH  937-840-
8634
SauerkrautFestival.com
14 - 15 Flea Market &
Antique Show
Cornwell�s Turkeyville,
Marshall MI 269-781-
4293 turkeyville.com
15  Burlington Antique
Show  Boone Co FG,
Burlington KY  513-922-
6847
BurlingtonAntiqueShow,com
21  Outdoor Flea Market
Nostalgia on 9 Antique
Mall, Shelbyville IN  317-
392-7701  Nostalgia-
on9.com
27 � 28  Murder Mystery:
Killer Tatoos  Cornwell�s
Turkeyville, Marshall MI
269-781-4293
turkeyville.com



6 / AMERICAN ANTIQUITIES JOURNAL  Volume 25, SPRING/SUMMER 2017

STSTSTSTSTAAAAATES, CITIES, REGIONS AND PTES, CITIES, REGIONS AND PTES, CITIES, REGIONS AND PTES, CITIES, REGIONS AND PTES, CITIES, REGIONS AND PAGE NUMBERSAGE NUMBERSAGE NUMBERSAGE NUMBERSAGE NUMBERS

CALIFORNIACALIFORNIACALIFORNIACALIFORNIACALIFORNIA

CITY REGION PG
Signal Hill SOUTHERN 12

INDIANAINDIANAINDIANAINDIANAINDIANA

CITY REGION PG

Angola NORTH 13
Bloomington CENTRAL 15
Cambridge City EAST 15
Carmel CENTRAL 15
Cayuga WEST 14
Centerville EAST 15
Columbus SOUTH CENTRAL 14
Edinburgh CENTRAL 15
Fort Wayne EAST 15
Huntingburg SOUTH 15
Indianapolis CENTRAL 15
Madison SOUTH CENTRAL 14
Metamora SOUTH CENTRAL 14
Mooresville CENTRAL 15
Shelbyville CENTRAL 15
Winchester EAST 15

KENTUCKYKENTUCKYKENTUCKYKENTUCKYKENTUCKY

CITY REGION PG

Burlington RIVER 16
Florence RIVER 16
Frankfort HEARTLAND 17

Georgetown HEARTLAND 17
Lexington HEARTLAND 17
Louisville HEARTLAND 17
Maysville RIVER 16
Olive Hill HIGHLANDS 16
Russell HIGHLANDS 16
Shelbyville HEARTLAND 17
Shepherdsville HEARTLAND 17
Sturgis LAKE 16

MARMARMARMARMARYLANDYLANDYLANDYLANDYLAND

CITY REGION PG

Funkstown WESTERN 18

MICHIGANMICHIGANMICHIGANMICHIGANMICHIGAN

CITY REGION PG

Belleville SOUTHEAST 21
Burton FLINT-TRI CITIES 19
Coldwater CENTRAL 19
Flat Rock SOUTHEAST 21
Jonesville CENTRAL 19
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STSTSTSTSTAAAAATES, CITIES, REGIONS AND PTES, CITIES, REGIONS AND PTES, CITIES, REGIONS AND PTES, CITIES, REGIONS AND PTES, CITIES, REGIONS AND PAGE NUMBERSAGE NUMBERSAGE NUMBERSAGE NUMBERSAGE NUMBERS
Kalamazoo WEST 20
Lake Odessa CENTRAL 19
Livonia SOUTHEAST 21
Marshall CENTRAL 19
Monroe SOUTHEAST 21
Royal Oak SOUTHEAST 21
Saginaw FLINT/TRI CITIES 19
Stanton CENTRAL 19
Sterling Heights SOUTHEAST 21
Williamston CENTRAL 19

OHIOOHIOOHIOOHIOOHIO

CITY REGION PG

Arcanum SOUTHWEST 26
Avon NORTH CENTRAL 23
Barnesville SOUTHEAST 28
Berlin NORTHEAST 24
Cairo NORTHEAST 24
Cambridge SOUTHEAST 28
Carrollton SOUTHEAST 28
Chillicothe SOUTH CENTRAL 25
Cincinnati SOUTHWEST 26
Columbiana NORTHEAST 24
Columbus SOUTH CENTRAL 25
Dayton SOUTHWEST 26
East Liverpool NORTHEAST 24
Fairfield SOUTHWEST 26
Findlay NORTHWEST 22
Hanoverton NORTHEAST 24
Kettering SOUTHWEST 26
Lakewood NORTHEAST 24
Lancaster SOUTH CENTRAL 25
Lebanon SOUTHWEST 26
Lewisburg SOUTHWEST 26
Mansfield NORTH CENTRAL 23
Marietta SOUTHEAST 28
Medina NORTHEAST 24

Milan NORTH CENTRAL 23
Millersburg NORTHEAST 24
Montpelier NORTHWEST 22
Mt. Victory NORTHWEST 22
New Baltimore NORTHEAST 24
New Concord SOUTHEAST 28
Newark SOUTH CENTRAL 25
Oakwood SOUTHWEST 26
Oregonia SOUTHWEST 26
Parkman NORTHEAST 24
Pataskala SOUTH CENTRAL 25
Pickerington SOUTH CENTRAL 25
Piqua SOUTHWEST 26
Powell NORTH CENTRAL 23
Proctorville SOUTH CENTRAL 25
Reading SOUTHWEST 26
Ripley SOUTHWEST 26
Ross SOUTHWEST 26
Sharon Center NORTHEAST 24
South Vienna SOUTHWEST 26
Springfield SOUTHWEST                   26-27
Steubenville SOUTHEAST 28
Strasburg SOUTHEAST 28
Tallmadge NORTHEAST 24
Toledo NORTHWEST 22
Troy SOUTHWEST 27
Urbana SOUTHWEST 27
Van Wert NORTHWEST 22
Wapakoneta NORTHWEST 22
Waynesville SOUTHWEST 27
West Carrollton SOUTHWEST 27
West Liberty SOUTHWEST 27
Wickliffe NORTHEAST 24
Wilmington SOUTHWEST 27

PENNSYLPENNSYLPENNSYLPENNSYLPENNSYLVVVVVANIAANIAANIAANIAANIA

CITY REGION PG

Canonsburg PITTSBURGH 31
Carlisle PA DUTCH 31
Heidelberg PITTSBURGH 31
Washington PITTSBURGH 31

TENNESSEETENNESSEETENNESSEETENNESSEETENNESSEE

CITY REGION PG

Sevierville EAST 30

WEST VIRGINIAWEST VIRGINIAWEST VIRGINIAWEST VIRGINIAWEST VIRGINIA

CITY REGION PG

Huntington METRO VALLEY 33
Milton METRO VALLEY 33
Parkersburg MID OHIO VALLEY 33
South Charleston METRO VALLEY 33
Wheeling NORTH  PANHANDLE 31

WYOMINGWYOMINGWYOMINGWYOMINGWYOMING

CITY REGION PG

Gillette NORTHEAST 34
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In the movie Big a teenage
boy, played by Tom Hanks, is
told he is too short for a carni-
val ride.   He puts a quarter
into an unusual antique ar-
cade fortune teller machine
called Zoltar Speaks. He wishes

to be made big.  Zoltar dis-
penses a card that says, �Your
wish is granted.�  He becomes
spooked after noticing the
machine is unplugged.  Never
the less he wakes up the next
morning transformed into a
30-year-old man.

Coin-operated fortune tell-
ing machines were popular at
amusement parks and penny
arcades in the 1930s and af-
ter.  Those were years that
dropping coins into game
slots seemed like the last thing
people would be doing with
their money.  But actually, if a
person had a spare penny or
two, the arcades were a cheap,
temporary way to put their
real-world problems on the

backburner.
The fortune machines were

simple: the Mystic Pen, for in-
stance, wrote out a �special�
fortune for a player after he
inserted a penny.  And Exhibit
Supply�s An Answer from Be-

yond had players ask pertinent
questions and then glean an-
swers from a picture of the all-
knowing Egyptian mummy
Ramasees, located just inside
the cabinet.

A few years later, arcades
saw the coming of more elabo-
rate fortune telling booths, and
in terms of coin-op artistry,
these might just have taken
the cake.  Inside the beauti-
fully finished wood cabinets,
set behind glass and usually
seen from the chest up, there
were mannequin tellers that
weren�t just life-sized, they
were also incredibly life-like.
If you were going to pay cold
hard cash for something as
shady as a randomly distrib-

uted fortune, at least someone
who looked the part was do-
ing the distributing.

The tellers were frequently
costume-jewelry-and-fancy-
robe-wearing women, but
sometimes these booths had
models of bearded men and
animals dipping their toes in
the pool of prediction, too. The
tellers were shown to nod,

breathe, blink, and finger mys-
tic objects like tarot cards and
tealeaves. And if a teller had a
name like Grandma�well,
who wouldn�t believe the little
prediction cards that she
doled out? Later fortune tell-
ing games had zodiac op-
tions�a player twisted the
knob to his particular sign�
for added accuracy (which is,

of course, not to say that they
weren�t accurate in the first
place).

Many of the games built
around this time were as-
sembled with parts taken from
pre-war arcade games, be-
cause in the war years, new
parts for non-essential me-
chanical items couldn�t be

YOUR WISH IS GRANTED�YOUR WISH IS GRANTED�YOUR WISH IS GRANTED�YOUR WISH IS GRANTED�YOUR WISH IS GRANTED�
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obtained. In post-war years,
the 50�s and 60�s especially,
old-fashioned arcade games
came back into vogue and
were widely manufactured.

There were still mannequins,
but they tended not to be as
finely detailed as they were in
previous years.  Sometimes
just the idea of a fortune teller

was compelling enough. A
shiny metal �Swami� napkin
holder, for instance, was eerily
used in the �Nick of Time� Twi-
light Zone episode, dispensing
a whole lot more than just nap-

kins to its diner patron, played
by a young William Shatner.

One of the most memorable
players on the fortune teller
block during the 70�s was

Bacchus� Madame Morgana.
Here, a woman�s face was pro-
jected onto a blank, head-
shaped screen, from whence
she started to move and talk,
and promptly dispensed a
player�s fate. When this dis-
embodied favorite did her
thing, it looked as if she was
speaking, and looking, di-
rectly at you.

The Zoltan booths came out
in these same years. Again, the
bearded wise man inside the
glass may not have had that
1930�s-type mannequin au-
thenticity, but he did offer a
telephone handset which the
player picked up to hear his
fortune. This little innovation
merged the two disparate
worlds of telecommunication

and fortune telling, and�one
never knows�may have
paved the way for the future
of paid fortune tellers, psychic
hotlines.

There also is a fortune-tell-
ing machine named �Zoltan�
that often is confused with
Zoltar.  The name �Zoltan�
may have come from the Hun-

A reproduction  �Swami� napkin holder from the �Nick of Time�
Twilight Aone episode
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KEY TO CATEGORY ABBREVIATIONS
(Located in Parenthesis behind business name in map listing)

CI
CL

CN
CO
D

DA

E

F
FA
G

GD

GF
GL

- Christmas Items
- Antique Clocks, Clocks, Clock

Repair
- Coins
- Cottage

- Dolls, Dollhouses, Doll Repair &
Restoration & Related Items

- Dealer Association, Merchants
Association

- Eateries, Coffee Houses, Tea
Room, Fountain Service

- Flea Market
- Firearms & Related items

- Gifts, Decorative Accessories,
Collectibles, Hobbies, Lace, Mantel
Scarves, Gift Baskets

-Gardens, Produce, Herbs,
Fresh & Dried Flowers, Garden
Items

- Glass Factory
- Glassware, All types of Art

Glass, Depression, etc.

A

AC
AD
AE
AF
AH
AM
AR
AS
AT
AV
B
BK
C

CA
CAN-

CD -

- Art & Interior Design,
Drapery & Custom Framing, Art
supplies & classes, Prints

- Antique & Collectibles Show
- Antiques Dealer
- Antique Electronics
- Antique Furniture
- Amish Furniture
- Antiques Mall
- Architectural
- Antiques Show
- Antique Tools
- Advertising Collectibles

- Bed & Breakfast
- Book Store, Christian Books

- Sales, Supplies & Instructional
Classes for Quilts, Ceramics,
Crafts, etc.

- Certified Appraiser
Candles and related, Candle

Making
Cards, Handmade Victorian,

etc.

- Auction House or Service,
Households, Real Estate, Estates
Buying
- Vintage Musical Instruments,

Pianos
- European Antiques, European

furniture, English Antiques, Oriental
Furniture

- Interior Design
- Jewelry, Estate Jewelry,

Costume Jewelry
- Lodging

- Lamps, Globes, Lamp Shades,
Lighting Supplies, Lanterns,
Kerosene Lamps

- Museums & Historical Sites /
Re-enactment Supplies, military

- Old Toys
- Pottery, Porcelain, Hand-crafted

art & gifts, Stoneware
- Primitive Furniture & Folk Art,

Primitive home decor

H

I

IA

ID
J

L
LS

M

OT
P

PA

- Hand-crafted New Period Furniture,
Amish Furniture, Furniture Refinishing,
Repair, Hardware, Refabricated from
Scrap & Salvage Materials

- Quilts, Old and New, Afghans
- Rugs, Imported Oriental Rugs

Reproductions for Home & Garden
- Wrought Iron
- Trains & Railroad related
- Resale Goods, Consignment Shop,

Thrift Shop
- Retro, Mid-Century
- Shabby Chic
- Stained Glass, Stained Glass Repair

- Travel & Tourism Info, City Activities
Center

- Tin Crafting
- Upholstery
- Vintage Clothing, Patterns,

Accessories, Vintage Textiles, Linens
- Vintage Auto

Vintage Furnishings

PF

Q
R
RE -
RI
RR
RS

RT
SC
SG
T

TC
U
V

VA
VF -

�FORTUNE� Cont�d From Page 9�FORTUNE� Cont�d From Page 9�FORTUNE� Cont�d From Page 9�FORTUNE� Cont�d From Page 9�FORTUNE� Cont�d From Page 9

SEE �FORTUNE� Page 11SEE �FORTUNE� Page 11SEE �FORTUNE� Page 11SEE �FORTUNE� Page 11SEE �FORTUNE� Page 11

garian word for Sultan and
the figure was dressed like a
sultan.  The first fortune-tell-

ing machines probably were
made in the 1890s, and the
first electric coin-operated
machines in about 1910.  Ex-
perts say that Zoltan was in-
troduced in 1965 and that
only 50 or 60 were made.  Af-
ter the movie Big came out,
some reproductions were
made of fiberglass.  A dime

went in the slot.  Later models
required a quarter.

Zoltan Fortune Teller is an
e l e c t r o m e c h a n i c a l

fortuneteller game from
Prophetron using a Cousino
endless loop tape cartridge,
made in the late 60�s through
the early 70�s.   All the buttons
are wired in parallel; so press-
ing any button just starts the
tape system, which has 14 dif-
ferent fortunes, all about one
minute in length. The fortune

plays and when done, a con-
ductive tape on the tape loops
closes a switch, which turns
off the tape player.   To play
the player deposits a quarter,
puts a receiver to their ear and
presses one of twelve zodiac
sign buttons on the front of the

machine.  When one of the
zodiac buttons is pushed, the
crystal ball lights up brightly
and illuminates Zoltan�s face.
Then after a short pause, mys-

tical background music fades
in and Zoltan begins speaking
your fortune in a low voice
with a heavy Hungarian ac-
cent.  Zoltan usually begins his
fortune telling with, �This is
Zoltan speaking� or �Greet-
ings from Zoltan�.  The predic-
tions include things about
your future, lucky numbers,
and favorable colors.

The most valued fortune tell-
ing machine today is the
Gypsy.   She actually talks to
you from two Edison cylinder
machines that�re inside the
mechanism. There are two
coin slots, one for male and
one for female. Depending on
where you put the coin, that�s
which Edison cylinder ma-
chine, will be turned on at that
point.  When you drop a
nickel in the slot, her eyes
would flash, her teeth would
chatter and her voice would
come floating from a tube ex-
tending out of the eight-foot-
tall box.

Collectors realized the ma-
chine was one of two or three
�verbal� fortune tellers left in
the world.  Many were inter-

ested in purchasing the
Gypsy, including David
Copperfield.  He wanted the
Gypsy to be the crown jewel in
his collection of turn-of the
century penny-arcade games.

It would occupy a place of
pride among the magician�s
mechanized Yacht Race,
Temple of Mystery and vari-
ous machines that tested a

The rare Gypsy Fortune Teller

Gypsy arcade in Virginia City, MT is a historic representation of an
arcade in the 1900's
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person�s strength.

But Montana Heritage com-

mission curators representing
the Gypsy�s owner, the state of
Montana, rejected the idea,
saying cashing in on this piece
of history would be akin to

selling their soul.
The state inherited the

Gypsy in 1998 when it paid
$6.5 million to buy nearly 250
buildings and their contents
in Virginia City and nearby
Nevada City from the son of

Charles Bovey.  The Montana
collector spent years buying
up the buildings to preserve

the two crumbling ghost
towns and he stocked them
with his ever-growing collec-
tion of antique games, music
machines and oddities.

The Gypsy was made some-
time around 1906 by the Mills
Novelty Co. In restoring her,
the curators either replaced or
repaired frayed, worn or bro-
ken parts with exact replicas.
When they couldn�t find rep-
licas or period materials, they
didn�t replace the parts.

In 2008, they installed the
Gypsy as the centerpiece of the
Gypsy Arcade amid the an-
cient wooden buildings of Vir-
ginia City�s main street. Cal-
liope music spills out into the
street, beckoning the tens of
thousands of visitors to enter
and view the stereoscopes,
shock tests, tests of strength,
fortune telling machines and
love letter machines. The
Gypsy presides over the me-
nagerie in the rear, ropes keep-
ing visitors at a distance.
Some of the other more known
and collectible fortune tellers
are listed below.

Madame Zita is a richly at-
tired fortune teller in gypsy
style. The Roover Brothers
manufactured the electric ver-
sion around 1905.   There are
only a handful of surviving
original specimens.  It�s
among the most desirable elec-

tric tellers from the golden age
of automated machines.  At
the turn of a handle the teller,
a gypsy styled figure, reaches
for a card and drops it into the
chute for the customer.

Princess Doraldina was made
by the Doraldina Corp
around 1928.  Her youth and
beauty attract the arcade cus-
tomer.  A wax head, real hu-
man hair and lifelike move-
ments when granting fortunes
make the princess appear to
be alive.  Her chest moves as
she breathes, and her eyes roll
as she delivers a fortune.

William Gent who lived in
the Cleveland, Ohio area dur-
ing the 1930s, made Grand-
mothers Predictions. The wise
old grandmother passes her
hands over the fortune telling
cards and stops at the proper
fortune. The card falls into the
tray below.   International
Mutoscope later copied the
wise Grandma fortune teller
for a version they produced
which was mechanically
identical but the cabinet was
different.  Grandmother�s
head moved left and right and
nodded up and down, her
hand moved over the cards,
her chest moving like she is
breathing, and she of course
gave out a fortune card.

Geneco Mfg., New York,
made Geneco Gypsy
Grandma Fortune Teller in the

1940s & 1950s.  The central
attraction of the original
boardwalk and arcades was
the Gypsy Grandma that came

to life after a coin was depos-
ited into a slot.  Once a selec-
tion was made using a rotary
dial that illuminated the
player�s astrological sign of

choice, the animated gypsy
fortune teller moved her head
above a lighted crystal ball
while she held a fan of play-
ing cards in her right hand
and magic wand in her left
hand.  Her right hand picked-
up a fortune card from the en-
closure that she opened with
her left hand.  She brought the
card in front of her, turned her
head, and then moved the
card over the cauldron and
dropped it, which delivered
the card to the patron.  She
breathed during this process
too and turned her head left
and right and nodded.  Some
Genco Gypsy Grandmas had a
s p e a k e r / m i c r o p h o n e
mounted to the upper left of
the front glass, and some did
not.  The Speaker was not func-
tional.  It was just there to fool
the patron into thinking they

could talk to the Grandma. The
front glass specified that you
could ask Grandma a yes or
no question, and she would
give an answer.  The Genco

Gyspy Grandma was one of the
more sophisticated fortune
tellers, much more complex
than the 1957 Genco Horoscope
Grandma, which came out at
about the same time, but de-
livered a horoscope in addi-
tion to a fortune.

Estrella�s Prophecies Fortune
Teller is a Coin-Op Gypsy-
style Fortune Teller Machine.
She is a full size enclosed fig-
ure in an elaborate oak cabi-
net.  Her head moves from side
to side, hand moves across the
cards, while her left hand
raises and then she slowly
dispenses a fortune card
through the ornate card slot.

Most of these coin-operated
fortune-telling machines sell
for high prices.  Think of it.  A
wish for a coin�it has to be
the greatest bargain of all
time.�



12 / AMERICAN JOURNAL  Volume 25, SPRING/SUMMER 2017

SEE �LEWIS� Page 13SEE �LEWIS� Page 13SEE �LEWIS� Page 13SEE �LEWIS� Page 13SEE �LEWIS� Page 13

ON THE ROON THE ROON THE ROON THE ROON THE ROADADADADAD

With Art Wilson

Operating a successful
small business involves look-
ing back, looking forward,
and in particular concerning
yourself with daily activities
to sustain your business and
achieve your goals.  A concise
business plan will improve
the possibility of success, but
the here and now of day-to-
day operations is critically
important. We look back to
keep from repeating mistakes,
and look forward to antici-
pate future trends.  The here
and now is a little more com-
plicated due to the current
speed with which change
takes place, and the fact that
we do not have control of
many of our operational costs.

Nancy and I have been
small business owner-opera-
tors since 1969.  Over the years
we have honored our respon-
sibility to abide by all the regu-
lations and pay all the fees
mandated by City, County,
State, and Federal govern-
ments with hope that one day
they would view their role as
government officials with the
same cost concerns as we do
in the private sector.

We opened the American
Antiquities Gallery August
1993 as a semi retirement
project and published the first
issue of The American Antiqui-
ties Journal December 1993.  We
started a media business be-
cause we could not find a cost-
effective way to consistently
promote our antique shop.
Our two businesses are quite
different from an industry
standpoint, but each offers
insight into the other regard-
ing operation.  Owning and
operating an antique shop
that is directly impacted by an
institutional and events-ori-
ented antiques media busi-
ness gives us an operational
advantage over anyone who
is not doing something simi-
lar.

We truly believe The Ameri-
can Antiquities Journal and its
attendant services provide the
most comprehensive and cost-
effective venue to promote
your business.

Tell us of something compa-
rable and we will give you a
free ad.

See you On the Road
 Art�

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIASOUTHERN CALIFORNIASOUTHERN CALIFORNIASOUTHERN CALIFORNIASOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
SIGNAL HILL

Long Beach Antique Mall II
(AM)
1851 Freeman Ave.
562-498-3500
www.longbeachantiquemall.com

POLITICAL PARADEPOLITICAL PARADEPOLITICAL PARADEPOLITICAL PARADEPOLITICAL PARADE
by Michael J. McQuillen

Over the past year, Heritage
Auctions of Dallas, Texas, has
offered items from the legend-
ary collection of political

medal and token specialist
Scott Dolson.   In their Febru-
ary sale, a number of moder-
ately priced items were auc-
tioned with starting bids as
low as $1.   Here we will take
a look at many of the items
selling in the $400 and up
range using Heritage�s own
descriptions.

Martin Van Buren: 1836
Brass Token. MVB-1836-4, 25
mm gilt brass.  Sharp detail,
retaining much of the original
gilded finish.  The reverse is
especially nice.  Typically
found in lower grades sold for
$375 (all prices realized are
rounded up to the nearest
dollar and include a 25%
buyer�s premium.)

Horace Greeley: Dual-
Portrait Shell Locket. Mate to
HS-1868-26, 25 mm silvered
brass shell.  A lovely example
retaining a good portion of the
original silver finish.  Quite
elusive brought $400.

Tokens and medals were not
the only items to find a place
in the Dolson collection. Here,
two Grover Cleveland and

James G. Blaine: Porcelain
Enamel Shield Stickpins.
Matching pair of 7/8" name
stickpins for �Blaine and
Logan� and �Cleveland and
Hendricks�.  Great condition
on both managed $400.

George McClellan: Well-
Executed Merriam Medal.
GMcC-1864-13, 32 mm
copper.  A flawless
uncirculated example with
orange blue toning ended at
$400.

Benjamin Harrison:
Porcelain Enamel Shield
Stickpins.  BH-1888-132 and
BH-1888-138, each 7/8" wide
and both in excellent
condition saw action to $406.

Benjamin Harrison: Rare
Hopeful Badge for 1896.  1 1/
2" x 2 1/4" (overall) brass
badge issued for the 1895
convention of the Republican
League Club of Cleveland,
Ohio.  The hanger reads
�Harrison for President�.

First one we�ve seen.  And
with a $425 result.

Small group lots also sold
well in the sale.   Here a
Ulysses S. Grant: Trio of Brass
Shells. USG-1868-47, 35 mm
silvered brass shell with
original ribbon in mint
condition, USG-1868-50, 32
mm silvered brass shell with
original ribbon and USG-
1868-51, 32 mm silvered brass
shell, both in excellent shape
rose to $425.

Grant appeared again with
a Ulysses S. Grant: Gorgeous
Brass Shell Locket/Pendant.
USG-1872-23, 24 mm gilt
brass and silvered brass.  A
mint condition blazer - likely
the finest example known �
and with a $425 bid.   Having
a really neat suspended
figural fob was a Grover
Cleveland: �Cleveland On
Top� Ribbon Badge. 1" x 2 1/
2" badge with die-cut metal
toy top depicting Cleveland,
serving as a �drop�.  The silk
ribbon reads: �Cleveland and
Stevenson on Top� and the
hanger reads �1892 Tariff
Reform� which spun to $450.

Can�t afford a Washington
Inaugural clothing button?
Here a George Washington:
Federal Period Patriotic
Clothing Button.  1 1/5" one-
piece copper button with
design of the Great Seal of the
United States, similar to that
seen on silver dollars of the
1790s and early 1800s.  There
are thirteen stars above the
eagle�s head. Related to the
George Washington
inaugural buttons of the
period.  Low-relief, raised
design with fairly sharp detail
and even brown patina.
Original shank still present �
was buttoned-up at $450.

Honest Abe makes his first
appearance in this review
with an Abraham Lincoln:
Popular Rail Splitter Token.
AL-1860-41, 28 mm gilt brass,
suspended from an eagle

The highest selling item of the sale was a graphic r/w/b enameled
metal 16 to 1 badge attributed to John Palmer and the Gold

Democrats that made $1500.
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ANGOLA

A Wild Hare Antique Mall
(AM)
401 W. Maumee St.
260-665-9920
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hanger.  A choice example
with lustrous finish and a
$450 ending.

Two different Cleveland
lapel stud groups garnered a
lot of attention in the sale.
First - Grover Cleveland:
Assorted Studs.  Six different
studs including three metal
and three enamel varieties.
Three of these are types we
have not seen before � were
chased to $450, while a
second group - Grover
Cleveland: Assorted Studs
1884-1892.  Six different studs,
including two enamel, one
with celluloid insert and two
with gold-stamped cloth.  The
most unusual might be the
New York Stock Exchange
Club badge (�N.Y.S.E. Club
C&S�) climbed up to $500.

John Tyler et al: Three
Clothing Buttons. 1) 18 mm
one-piece cast button with
wreath and lone star,

inscribed �Texas Freedom�.
Albert PC217B, possibly
issued in support of President
Tyler, circa 1844. 2)   Similar
to CE-1834-22, 12 mm gilt
brass one-piece button with
Liberty Cap, sunburst,
inscribed �E Pluribus Unum
1834�.  The back reads �True
Whigs of 76 & 34�. 3) 16 mm
highly-domed or convex
infantry button with horn and
16 stars, possibly made from
a brass token or medal made
it to $475.

Abraham Lincoln: 1863
Emancipation Proclamation
Badge.  Teensy 3/8" medal
inscribed: �Millions for
Freedom Not One Cent for

Slavery 1863� suspended
from a brass hanger with
brooch attachment, possibly
worn by a female abolitionist
was a popular lot, with $500
to show at the end.

William Jennings Bryan:
Rooster and Gold Bug
Stickpin. 1 1/2" x 2 1/4" hefty,
silver-finish lead stickpin in
the shape of a rooster eating a
gold bug, captioned, in gold
letters, �16 to 1�. Great piece...
likely unique and only $625
to a new owner.

The top selling Lincoln item
of the sale was an Abraham
Lincoln: Brass Campaign
Token. AL-1860-51, 27 mm gilt
brass. Gorgeous condition
with beautiful patina and
reflective surfaces. A superb
example and selling at $813.

Only three lots in the auction
exceeded the $1000 mark.
First, a Grover Cleveland:
Unusual Die-Cut Rooster
Badge. 3/4" copper and brass
brooch with rooster perched
with-in an ornate letter �C�.
Quite attractive and possibly
unique which hit $1125.

Next, a John N. Palmer:
Unique 16/1 Gold Bug
Enamel Stud. Lovely 3/4" red,
white and blue enamel stud
inscribed �16 [to] 1 1896�. A
high-relief gold bug is affixed
in the center, encircled by a
ring of sixteen silver dollars.
We�ve never seen this before
and are tempted to attribute it
as a McKinley item, but the
Republicans never used the
16-to-1 slogan, so we�re going
with the Gold Democrats and
John N. Palmer. A beauty! �
and concluding at $1250.
Finally, the top selling item of
the sale was a William
Jennings Bryan: 16-to-1
Badge. 1 1/8" silvered white
metal badge depicting sixteen
silver coins surrounding a
gold coin in the center
inscribed with the enigmatic
initials �F C O S� (Free
Coinage of Silver?) The
winning bidder wrote a check
for $1500 for the win.

Heritage Auctions can be
contacted on the web at:
heritageauctions.com or by
phone at: 1-800-872-6467.

This column appears regularly

in American Antiquities Journal. 
I invite readers to e-mail or write
me if they have questions about
political buttons or other political
items in their possession.  A good
description accompanied with a
photo copy or scan will have the

best chance of receiving a response
in future columns. Due to time
and space limitations, all
questions cannot be answered. 
Please limit your questions to one

or two items.  A S.A.S.E. will
enable me to return your
photo\xerox if so desired. 
Personal replies depend on the
volume of mail received. 
Michael J. McQuillen can be
reached by writing him directly

at P. O. Box 50022, Indianapolis,
Indiana  46250-0022, e-mail: 
michael@politicalparade.com or
at  www.PoliticalParade.com�

While not the �top� selling lot of the day, a fancy Grover Cleveland
figural top ribbon badge whirled to $450

Abraham Lincoln pieces are always in high demand, and here a
classic Rail Splitter token suspended from an eagle hanger brought

$450.
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COLUMBUS

Days of Old Antique Shoppe (AD)
1007 Central Ave.
812-799-0347 

Out Of The Blue Finds (AM)
1600 Central Ave.
812-371-3032

MADISON

Gifts That Last (J, A, G)
120 E. Main St.
812-265-6717

721 W. First Street
Madison, IN 47250
812-273-3040

3 Floors of Quality Dealers
Madison's Largest Antique Mall

Antique Mall

METAMORA

Unique Creations (G)
19064 Main St.
765-647-2150

CAYUGA

Junky Joe's (AD)
4979 N. Elm Tree Rd.
765-492-3639

WEST INDIANAWEST INDIANAWEST INDIANAWEST INDIANAWEST INDIANA

Cayuga

Many years ago a young
married couple, busy starting
out their life together, came

across a chance to buy out a
penny arcade.  The news of
the sale came from one of their

business partners who had
links to the islands of Lake
Erie.  The couple did not col-

lect antiques, but were in-
trigued by the thought of own-
ing such a unique collection

and thought they might use
the games in the nightclub
they were operating.  And

thus they planned a trip to Put-
in-Bay OH on South Bass Is-
land.

The establishment they vis-
ited was a combination gift
shop and arcade, Snowbird
Gifts located right in the heart
of downtown Put-in-Bay.  The
games occupied a lot of space,
and at the price of a penny,
the games didn�t bring in the
revenue that the gifts did, so
the owners wanted to sell
them.   Today the couple still
marvels at what they found
there.

There were multiple
countertop penny �personal-
ity pieces� by Exhibit Supply
Company out of Chicago.
Games such as Love Meter,
How Can I Find the Right
Love Mate, Kiss-o-Meter, and
Sex Appeal Meter had a circle
of lights behind painted glass.
For a penny the lights rotated
around in a circle finally stop-
ping on an answer, like Pas-
sionate, Thrilling or Frigid.

A Grip Tester and Strength
Tester did what their names
imply, registering on a spring-
loaded indicator like a scale
when the customer squeezed

A Penny for YA Penny for YA Penny for YA Penny for YA Penny for Your Memoriesour Memoriesour Memoriesour Memoriesour Memories
By Nancy WBy Nancy WBy Nancy WBy Nancy WBy Nancy Wilsonilsonilsonilsonilson

a handle. Then the game
ranked ranges of scores into
categories like Wimp or A Real

He-Man.  Customers had to be
convinced to drop their penny
in the Electric Shocker.  In or-
der to entice people to part
with a penny, there were la-
bels promoting the health ben-
efits of the �game,� like improv-
ing circulation and purifying

the blood.
Do you remember those alu-

minum discs you used to be

able to have made for you at
the state fair?  You�d tell the
merchant what you wanted
imprinted on them and he�d
make a disc customized espe-
cially for you.  Most teenagers
would choose �Suzie loves

1937 Watling Tom Thumb Penny
Scale. These scales provide both

weight and a fortune telling
answer for one penny.

Courtesy pinballhistory.com

SEE �PENNY� Page 15SEE �PENNY� Page 15SEE �PENNY� Page 15SEE �PENNY� Page 15SEE �PENNY� Page 15
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EAST INDIANAEAST INDIANAEAST INDIANAEAST INDIANAEAST INDIANA

CAMBRIDGE CITY

National Road Antique
Mall (AM)
39 W. Main St.
765-478-9070 / M-Sat 10-5, Sun 12-5

Roses & Rainbows Florist (G)
118 W. Main St.
765-478-5352

CENTRAL INDIANACENTRAL INDIANACENTRAL INDIANACENTRAL INDIANACENTRAL INDIANA

CARMEL

Antique Emporium (AD)
620-1 S. Rangeline Rd.
317-844-8351

CENTERVILLE

Wheeler�s Antiques (AD)
106, 107 & 108 W. Main St.
765-855-3400

White River Salvage (AD)
104 W. Main St.
765-855-1908

FORT WAYNE

Nature's Corner Antique Mall (AM)
2307 Spy Run Ave.
260-483-5236

WINCHESTER

Country Side Antiques (AD,G)
St. Rd. 32 E.
765-546-7280

SOUTH INDIANASOUTH INDIANASOUTH INDIANASOUTH INDIANASOUTH INDIANA

HUNTINGBURG

Downtown Emporium (AM)
407 E. 4th St.
812-683-0123

Huntingburg41

6056

65

31 62

164

64

231

Bobby� and the like.  Then
you�d wear them around your
neck on a chain.  Well there at
the arcade was a floor model
Metal Typer on which you
could create your own disc.
Directions read �After insert-
ing coin, turn pointer to letter
wanted, pull left handle once
for each letter.  When finished,
pull right handle to obtain
medal.�

Target Skill was a
countertop pistol shoot game
where the operator aimed at
one of three holes at the back,
like the one pictured.  A por-
celain penny scale was also
among the inventory.  Not
only did you get your weight,
but you got the benefit of a for-
tune too.

But the absolute cream-of-
the-crop was two floor model
Chester-Pollard cabinet
games.  During the 1920s, the
Chester brothers, Frank,
Charles, and Ernest (Pollard
was their mother�s maiden
name.) sold & distributed
sports and movie cards thru

1946 Gottlieb Strength Tester

coin-operated machines.
They purchased the North
American rights to patents for
the Play Football/Soccer

game from a British manufac-
turer and at first made 100

trial units, placing them at
various locations across the
United States.  The game was
so successful the brothers re-

leased more units the next
year.  We noted some discrep-

ancy in the dates of when these
actions occurred � from 1924
to 1926.

The football game was obvi-
ously for two players and cost
a nickel.  Housed in a wooden
cabinet on legs were opposing
teams of mannequins, dressed

in different colored cloth uni-
forms.  For a nickel two play-
ers each operated their own
brass lever that made all the
players on their team kick
their feet at the same time at a
ball that came to rest in a slight
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BLOOMINGTON AND
EDINBURGH

Open Daily
10am -6pm

12595 N. Executive Dr., Edinburgh, IN
(Located on I-65 at Exit 76B)

(812) 526-7676 Exit76Antiques.coml

(812) 323-7676
BloomingtonAntiqueMall.com

Show Your Card and SAVE!

Don’t forget the finest Antique Mall
in the Midwest!

EXIT 76
ANTIQUE MALL

Open Daily
10am-6pm

311 W. 7th St. Downtown Bloomington

TheHISTORIC BLOOMINGTON

Experience
ANTIQUE MALL

Located in
one of Indiana’s

most vibrant
downtown
districts!

SALES SERVICE
STABILITY

l

INDIANAPOLIS

Olde Shadeland
Antique Mall (AM)
3444 N. Shadeland Ave.
317-546-2402

MOORESVILLE

Mooresville Open Market (AD)
5 E. Main St.
317-584-5814
mooresvilleopenmarketantiques.com

SHELBYVILLE

Nostalgia on 9 Antique Mall
& Flea Market (AM, FM)
1018 E. 500 South
317-392-7701
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REGION OF KYREGION OF KYREGION OF KYREGION OF KYREGION OF KY

RIVER REGION OF KYRIVER REGION OF KYRIVER REGION OF KYRIVER REGION OF KYRIVER REGION OF KY

BURLINGTON

The Burlington Antique
Show (AC)
Boone County FG
513-922-6847

FLORENCE

Kelly's Antiques (AD)
7610 Dixie Hwy, US 25 S.
859-371-0303

MAYSVILLE

Joseph Byrd Brannen & Co. (PF)
145 W. Second St.
606-564-3642

OLIVE HILL

LAKE REGION OF KYLAKE REGION OF KYLAKE REGION OF KYLAKE REGION OF KYLAKE REGION OF KY
STURGIS

MetalTyper was produced by
Standard Metal Typer, Inc. in

1938

depression in the field in front
of one of their players.  If some-
one did score, another nickel

was required to get another
ball.  The game ended when a
�team� scored three points.
The players kept score on a set
of beads strung on a wire over
top of the cabinet window.

The other Chester-Pollard
cabinet housed the Play Golf
game, one player for a nickel,
where a single golfer stood in
the left front corner of the unit.
On the front side of the cabi-

net was a slider that swiveled
the golfer into position.  The
push of a lever made him
swing his club.  There were

three holes of varying diffi-
culty at which he could aim.
It was definitely a game of
skill.

After eight or ten years of use,
the couple retired the arcade
games they had purchased,
thinking that they would be
preserving them in some way
by not allowing their custom-
ers to abuse the games as they
became increasingly valuable.

After many years a high-
ticket-item picker/auctioneer
came through town and pur-

chased the remaining arcade
games the couple had stored
and not yet sold, including the

two Chester-Pollard games.
Kind of wish we had them

back now at American
Antiquities.�
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RUSSELL

Antique Junction (AD)
440 Bellefonte St.
606-836-3238/836-1289

White Eagle Antiques (AM)
509Bellefonte St.
606-836-2830
www.whiteeagleantiques.com
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HEARTLAND REGION OF KYHEARTLAND REGION OF KYHEARTLAND REGION OF KYHEARTLAND REGION OF KYHEARTLAND REGION OF KY

FRANKFORT

Completely Kentucky (G,J,SG)
237 W. Broadway
502-223-5240
www.completelykentucky.com

Old Capitol Antiques (AM)
231 W. Broadway
502-223-3879

GEORGETOWN

Georgetown Antique Mall (AM)
124-132 W. Main, 4 Floors, 7 Days
502-863-1891
georgetownkyantiquemall.com

LEXINGTON

Meadowthorpe Antique
Mall (AM)
1455 Leestown Rd.
859-255-2607
Tues-Sat 10-5; Sun 1-5

LOUISVILLE

South Louisville Antique &
Toy Mall (AM)
4150-8 E. Blue Lick Rd
(1-65 Exit 121)
502-955-5303

SHELBYVILLE

Paisley Pig Antiques
528 Main St.
502-633-7506

SHEPHERDSVILLE

Sparrows Antiques
230 Sparrow Dr., I-65, Exit 116
Open 10-5, 7 days
502-921-0058

The Columbus Vending
Company, of Columbus, OH,

also produced a number of
match vending machines.  This

is their No. 25 model

During the last quarter of the

19th century and first quarter
of the 20th century, all fine ho-
tels had a smoking lounge to
which male guests could re-
tire to smoke cigars after din-
ner.  On a table in these elegant
lounges sat a small vending
machine that dispensed boxes
of matches as well as offering
a cutter to snip the tip of a
smoker�s cigar.  Less fancy
machines could be found in
neighborhood bars and tav-
erns.

One of the first of these
match venders was the Sellem,
first produced around 1911 by
the Northwestern Corpora-
tion of Chicago, which also
produced a varied line of
gumball machines, stamp
vending machines, and a sec-
ond line of match venders
called the �Penny Matches.�
The Sellem model stood 13½
inches high and held about
two dozen small cardboard
boxes of matches.  Northwest-
ern released 70 different ma-
chines under the Sellem
name.

The Sellem machine was the
deluxe model of the
Northwestern match vendor
line.  Northwestern made the

top, front and base of its Sellem
machine from cast iron in the
ornate Art Nouveau style and
attached them each other to
form one unit.  The rear
compartment housed two
columns.  The �column� part
of the rear unit was made of
tin or sheet metal, and the
bottom �mechanism� part is
cast iron.  Two dolphins
decorated the fronts of some
of the models.  The Sellem was
the firm�s only model to have
a cigar cutter and matchbox
holder, both of which enticed
customers to the machine and
reminded them to buy a box
of matches.

The Sellem, at the top of
Northwestern�s match vender
line, came in two models�the
A and the B.  While the A
model had advertising all
around it, the more common
B model didn�t.  The company
also made a third version,

called The Scup, for a private
match company.  The front of
the machine had a holder that
would hold the last box dis-
pensed.

The Sellem could be con-
verted to standard or half-size

boxes, and a later version of-
fered two boxes for a nickel.
Northwestern originally
painted its Sellems with white
or green enamel, but later
models came in antique silver.
Some Sellems had a large ad-
vertising marquee that formed
an upside down �U� and
framed the front of the ma-
chine.

When a gentleman inserted
a penny, it would drop
through the wooden piece and
allow the push bar to go back
and forth.  The machine also
had a removable match load-
ing compartment which often
is missing on ones appearing
for sale today.  The cigar tip

cutter was an added feature
that enabled smokers to pre-
pare their cigars before light-
ing.

Sellem vending machines
sell for between $300 and
$400. However, a fine one sold
at auction for $960, but that�s
rare.

After Northwestern�s suc-
cess with its Sellem machine,
other companies began pro-
ducing match vending ma-
chines.  Most of these were ei-
ther two or four-column vend-
ers, although some had other
designs.  There were also a
few globe machines.  Because
they evoke less nostalgia than
gum or peanut vending ma-

chines, collectors don�t seek
match venders as much, so
they�re usually less expensive
to buy.  Although exceptions
do exist, high-end match ma-
chines are less expensive than
high-end gumball machines.

The Advance Machine
Company, also of Chicago,
manufactured a larger 17½ -
inch-tall match vender for the
Atlas Manufacturing Com-
pany of Cincinnati, Ohio,
which is what�s embossed
into the base.  This was a solid,
heavy cast-iron dome ma-
chine and was one of the most
impressive match vendors
available.  Smokers inserted a

The Sellem was one of the most
common match vending

machines and one of the most
elegant.

A PENNY A LIGHTA PENNY A LIGHTA PENNY A LIGHTA PENNY A LIGHTA PENNY A LIGHT
by Bob Brookeby Bob Brookeby Bob Brookeby Bob Brookeby Bob Brooke
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Funkstown
68 70

7070

50

219

220
40

40A

FUNKSTOWN

Hudson House Antiques (AD)
1 S. High St.
301-733-1632
www.hudsonhousegalleries.com
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Some match machines had four columns of matches which enabled
them to be filled less often.

The round Diamond Match
vendor, made by Beaton &
Caldwell Company in the

1920s, came in two variations.
This is the less common,

slanted version

penny and pulled the lever
which made the stacks rotate
a quarter turn and drop a
pack of matches into the front
dish.  These also came painted
green.  And while they�re not

particularly common, they are
available and many still have
their original paint.  Some
have the word �MATCHES�

stenciled vertically on the side
of each column, but these ma-
chines also came with paper
labels saying the same thing
in the same location.

This machine featured fine
detail that was cast into the
iron.  It had some ribbed lines
around the perimeter and
some ornate casting around
the coin box and in the feet.  It
was a far more detailed ma-
chine than it had to be to sell
matches.

The Columbus Vending
Company, of Columbus, Ohio,
also produced a number of
match vending machines, be-
ginning in 1913.  Its first model
was a short-lived machine
produced only in 1913 and
1914.  Another model took its
place the following year.  It
had two columns and dis-
pensed matchboxes into the
center instead of each side.
The company�s model pro-
duced in 1928 was one of its
more common ones.  It also
dispensed matches into the
center section rather than each
side, as did the previous
model.  It had a cast iron base
and a sheet metal body, so it
was a relatively heavy ma-
chine.

The round Diamond Match
vendor, made by Beaton &
Caldwell Company in the
1920s, came in two variations.
An earlier, less common,
slanted version and its suc-
cessor, a straight vertical ver-
sion.  Though the straight ver-
sion was interesting and had
similar graphics as the
slanted version, the angle on
it a neat design twist.  Smok-
ers inserted a penny into the
slot, squeezed the two small
round knobs together, caus-
ing the right knob and the
vending wheel inside the ma-
chine to move clockwise a
small distance�just far
enough to release a book of
matches into the receptacle
below.  The right-hand
knob�but not the vending
wheel inside�then retreated
back to its starting position to
await the next customer.
Beaton made the machine of
thick sheet metal and painted
it red.

The Griswold Manufactur-
ing Company produced a
match vending machine in
1926 that was similar to its
Shorts Chewing Gum and

Red Star machines.  While
Griswold�s model was attrac-
tive, it had a less polished,

more industrial look than
those made by other makers.
Later on, Griswold produced
the Evernice model, a match
vendor that featured a porce-
lain base.

The International Vending
Company made a four-col-
umn vendor with the columns
nestled between the big
�SAFETY MATCHES 1¢
BOX� placards in 1910.  This
vender had a fringed
lampshade on top.

International made a match
vender in 1910 as a private
label for the Ideal Manufactur-
ing Company and the Jackson
Vending Company of Chi-
cago.  However, it didn�t say
Ideal or Jackson anywhere on
it, but the coin slot did say it
was the property of the India-
napolis Concession Com-
pany, and the underside of
the wood coin box said it was
�sold by E.K. Rahke, Jobber,
137 West Market Street.�

The Northwestern Corpora-
tion of Morris, Illinois, pro-
duced a private-label Sellum
match vending machine
called the Scup.  The only dif-
ference between it and its
Sellem model was the top part
of the front casting above the

Northwestern produced the
�Scup,� a third version of its
Sellum machine, for a private

company.

The Sellem came in green,
orange, and antique or nickeled

silver.

windows.  It originally came
with a paper-on-tin-backing
fish emblem in that window.

The only variations on
match vending machines are
the case material and the fin-
ish on the front plate.  While
some featured cases made of
oak or mahogany, cheaper
models, made for taverns and
bars, had sheet metal cases.
Front plates, on the other
hand, were usually painted,
although buyers could order
front plates of enameled por-
celain for an extra 25 cents.

As an avid collector of a vari-
ety of antiques and collectibles for

the last 20 years, Bob Brooke
knows what he�s writing about.
Besides writing about antiques,
Brooke has also sold at flea mar-
kets and worked in an antique
shop, so he knows the business
side too.  His articles have ap-
peared in many antiques and
consumer publications, includ-
ing British Heritage, Antique
Week, Southeastern Antiquing
and Collecting Magazine,
OldandSold.com, and many oth-
ers.  To read more of his work,
visit his main website at
www.bobbrooke.com or his spe-
cialty antiques site at
www.theantiquesalmanac.com  �
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LAKE ODESSA

The Consignment Shop (S)
1137 4th Ave.
616 374-7505

ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES
1014 4th Avenue, P.O. Box 546

Lake Odessa, MI 48849
(616) 374-3089

HOURS: 10-8 Wednesday
10-5 Saturday & Sunday

124 BOOTHS &
55 SHOWCASES
Scan our QR code

Lake Odessa Antique Mall

MARSHALL

Cornwell's Turkeyville (M)
18935 15½ Mile Rd.
269-781-4293
www.turkeyville.com

National House Inn (L)
102 Parkview
269-781-7374
www.nationalhouseinn.com

COLDWATER

Coldwater Antique Mall &
Stagecoach RV Repair ( AM)
682 E Chicago Rd.
517-924-0094

JONESVILLE

Rosalie's Roadhouse (E)
417 W. Chicago St.
517-849-2120

STANTON

ANTIQUES
BED & BREAKFAST

www.hotelmontcalm.net

106 S. Camburn
Stanton, MI 48888
989-831-5055

Hotel Montcalm

WILLIAMSTON

Antiques Market of
Williamston (AM)
2991 Williamston Road
517-655-1350

Red Cedar Antiques (AM)
1435 E. Grand River Ave.
517-655-3000
www.redcedarantiques.com

FLINT TRI-CITIES MIFLINT TRI-CITIES MIFLINT TRI-CITIES MIFLINT TRI-CITIES MIFLINT TRI-CITIES MI
25

10

75
69

13Saginaw

Burton

BURTON

SAGINAW

1122 Tittabawassee Rd., Saginaw, MI 48604
N & S bound I-75 Exit 154,

right 1/2 mi. to Tittabawassee, right 1 mi.
Easy on easy off or I-675 Exit 6-E

(989) 755-4343 Open 7 Days till 6:00 pml

70 Quality Dealers
20,000 Sq. Feet

Memory Lane CafeÕ

www.theaw.net

the Saginaw

specialty shoppes

ANTIQUE WAREHOUSE
and

The pinball arcade occupies
a famous spot in American
history.  The coin-operated
industry (jukeboxes, pinball
machines, slots, and gumball
machines) had their roots in
gambling.  Most states had

laws against (or heavily
regulated) gambling, but
manufactures found ways
around those restrictions.
Gumball machines, for
instance, gave gum as a prize
instead of cash.

Pinball machines were a
governmental topic of discus-

sion from the beginning as to
whether they were games of
chance, and therefore gam-
bling devices.  As early as 1934
pro-pinball enthusiasts ar-
gued that pinball was a game
of skill, not a gambling device.

The first highly publicized at-
tack against pinball came in
1942 when Mayor Fiorello
LaGuardia banned pinball in
New York City and ordered
the seizure of thousands of
machines.  He ordered his
police to make pinball raids
and seizures, like those of pro-

hibition.  He was actually
photographed smashing the
seized machines with a
sledgehammer.

Pinball was considered a
�pointless game,� but children
were attracted to it and par-
ents worried about the game
being a gateway to gambling.
The game was considered
morally corrupting and a �tool
from the devil.�  Other large
cities, including Los Angeles
and Chicago, followed New
York City�s example as bans
became commonplace across
the United States.

For decades pinballs used
spring launchers to propel the
ball, and then gravity took
over for the rest of the game.

Are YAre YAre YAre YAre You a Pinball Zombie?ou a Pinball Zombie?ou a Pinball Zombie?ou a Pinball Zombie?ou a Pinball Zombie?

The invention of the flipper by
Gotlieb in 1947 was the great-
est benefit for the argument of
the game being a game of skill.
But since pinball was illegal
in much of the country, the
machines could only be
placed into non-family-
friendly locations.  Greenwich
Village in New York City be-
came famous for its backroom
pinball.  The attraction to the
game only increased, and the
image of the leather-jacket-
wearing rebel as a pinball
wizard was born.

Where pinball was not ille-
gal, governments put a paid
licensing system in place, tax-
ing machines up to 50% and
limiting the number of ma-

chines that could be placed in
one location.  Machines had
signs posted on them �For
Amusement Only.�  Some
amusement parks created to-
kens, which wouldn�t be con-
fused with legal tender.   PTA
groups and mothers protested
at candy stores and small ar-
cades that housed the evil
machines, fearing their chil-
dren would become zombies.

California�s Supreme Court
overturned the pinball ban in
1974 and two years later New
York City�s City Council
voted, after 35 years, to over-
turn its ban on pinball.  Times
changed, and pinball arcades
became sensible businesses
again.�

Ballyhoo - The game that started Bally
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Kalamazoo

131

131

131

12

31

31

196

94
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KALAMAZOO

Kalamazoo
Antiques Market

M-F 11-5
Sat 10-5
Sun 12-4

130 N. EDWARDS STREET
KALAMAZOO, MI 49007

269-226-9788

Primitives to Victorian to Fifties

Multi
Dealer
Market
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The Mutoscope was an early
motion picture device.  It was
invented by Wm. Laurie

Dickson and Herman Casler,
and patented by Herman
Casler on November 21, 1894.
Like Thomas Edison�s
Kinetoscope, it did not project
on a screen and provided
viewing to only one person at
a time.   Cheaper and simpler
than the Kinetoscope, the
Mutoscope, marketed by the
American Mutoscope Company,
later the American Mutoscope
and Biograph Company ,

quickly dominated the coin-
fed peep show business.

In about 1895 American

Mutoscope and Biograph Com-
pany began producing the
coin operated picture movie
viewer.  The earliest versions
of the Mutoscope movie
viewer were made of wood in
a very square looking box.

The Mutoscope worked on
the same principle as the
flipbook.  The individual im-
age frames were conventional
black-and-white, silver-based
photographic prints on tough,

flexible opaque cards.  Rather
than being bound into a book-
let, like the flipbook, the cards
were attached to a circular
core, quite like a huge
Rolodex.  A reel typically held
about 850 cards, giving a
viewing time of about a
minute.

Mutoscopes were coin-
operated.  The patron viewed
the cards through a single
lens enclosed by a hood,
similar to the viewing hood of
a stereoscope.  The cards were
generally lit electrically, but
the reel was driven by means
of a geared-down hand crank.
Each machine held only a
single reel and was dedicated
to the presentation of a single
short subject, described by a
poster affixed to the machine.

The patron could control the
presentation speed only to a
limited degree.  The crank
could be turned in both direc-
tions, but this did not reverse
the playing of the reel.  Nor
could the patron extend view-
ing time by stopping the crank
because the flexible images
were bent into the proper
viewing position by tension
applied from forward crank-
ing. Stopping the crank re-
duced the forward tension on
the reels causing the reel to go
backwards and the picture to
move from the viewing posi-
tion; a spring in the mecha-
nism turned off the light and
in some models brought down
a shutter which completely
blocked out the picture.

Most actors appeared
anonymously.  Some reels
were made in series like Happy
Hooligan, Rip Van Winkle, and
Foxy Grandpa.  Single titles of
some early reels were Alphonse
and the Gaston Helping
Irishman, An Affair of Honor,
Deaf Mute Girl Reciting the Star
Spangled Banner, How They
Rob Men in Chicago, Baby�s
Day, Robbed of Her All, Wake in
Hell�s Kitchen, and Old Maid
and the Burglar, all broad mo-
rality plays or comedies.

By about 1900, Mutoscope
changed to a cast iron viewer,
known as the clamshell
Mutoscope.  This style of
viewer was produced until

about 1909, when production
halted.

Bill Rabkin purchased the
rights to manufacture

Mutoscope machines again,
around 1926, and formed a
new company called Interna-
tional Mutoscope Reel Com-
pany.  From about 1926 until

1949, they produced
Mutoscope machines using
the same style card reels as the
earlier machines.  These view-
ers were no longer cast iron,

but used sheet metal, and had
an open frame or pedestal
stand.

As far as Mutoscope movie
reels go, the earlier movies
were generally the more spicy
variety, sometimes with top-
less women.  When Rabkins
bought Mutoscope, he largely
policed himself and didn�t re-
lease movie reels with naked
women, though many were
close.  Rabkin did however
play up the idea that the
Mutoscope could be a peep
show viewer, using very racy
and spicy titles.  The movies
themselves never quite lived
up to their titles.  Other
themes, like westerns and
sports and comedy were also
popular. The whole peep
show mentality is what often
kept Mutoscopes popular at
arcades. The draw of new
male patrons to put their
money into spicy Mutoscope
titles such as, French Dressing,
X-Ray Gown, and Ladies Night
in a Turkish Bath, made it hard

to resist.
Newsreels, sporting events,

and Hollywood films were cut
by international Mutoscope,

JUST ONE PEEP PLEASEJUST ONE PEEP PLEASEJUST ONE PEEP PLEASEJUST ONE PEEP PLEASEJUST ONE PEEP PLEASE

The earliest known version of the mutoscope, from Sceintific
American, April 17, 1887
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BELLEVILLE

Antiques on Main (AM)
430 Main St.
734-699-8285
M-Sat 10-5; Sun 1-5

FLAT ROCK

13431 Telegraph Rd. Flat Rock MI 48134�

MOTOR CITY ANTIQUE MALLMOTOR CITY ANTIQUE MALL

Largest antique mall
downriver with room for over

100 booths/showcases.
(734) 782-4018

LIVONIA
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ANTIQUES MALLANTIQUES MALL
55 Quality Antique Dealers 8700 Sq. Ft.l

31630 Plymouth Rd. Livonia, MI 48150
734-425-4344

Sun, M, T, W, TH & SAT 11-6 F 11-8l

www.TownandCountryAntiques.net

MONROE

Frenchie's Fine Jewelry, Coins
& Stamps (J, AD)
15 E. Front St.
734-242-5840

SAUER ANTIQUES

15300 S. Dixie
734-242-6284

sauerfurnishings.com

for 46 years people have trusted us to
sell their good antiques & collectibles in

home of General
Custer & the River Raisin 1813

Battlefield site from the War of 1812.

Historic Monroe, MI,

- ALWAYS BUYING ANTIQUES -

OLDEST SHOP IN SE MICHIGAN

ROYAL OAK

Deco Doug (AD)
106 W. Fourth St.
248-547-3330
decodoug.com

STERLING HEIGHTS

Countryside Craft Mall and
Antiques (G,AM)
40700 Van Dyke Ave.
586-977-1633;
www.csmalls.com

�PEEP� Cont�d From Page 20�PEEP� Cont�d From Page 20�PEEP� Cont�d From Page 20�PEEP� Cont�d From Page 20�PEEP� Cont�d From Page 20
Co. to fit the one-minute view-
ing time.  Although there was
no censorship board for
Mutoscope reels like there
were for movies, the Interna-
tional Mutoscope Company
made sure that the morality
squads, which were in vogue
in those days, would not at-
tack the appropriateness of
this type of entertainment.

Mutoscopes were a popular
feature of amusement arcades
and pleasure piers in the UK
until the introduction of deci-
mal coinage in 1971.  The coin
mechanisms were difficult to
convert, and many machines
were subsequently destroyed;
some were exported to Den-
mark where pornography had
recently been legalized.  The
typical arcade installation in-
cluded multiple machines of-
fering a mixture of fare.  Both
in the early days and during
the revival, that mixture usu-
ally included �girlie� reels
that ran the gamut from risqué
to outright soft-core pornogra-
phy.  It was, however, com-
mon for these reels to have
suggestive titles that implied
more than the reel actually
delivered.  The title of one such
reel, What the Butler Saw, be-
came a by-word, and
Mutoscopes are commonly
known in the UK as �What-the-

Butler-Saw machines.�  What
the butler saw, presumably

through a keyhole, was a
woman partially disrobing.

There was also another style

of Mutoscope called the
Mutoscope Selecto, available
during the Bill Rabkin�s era.
This unit allowed the player
to select from five different
movie reels on a single
Mutoscope unit.  Unfortu-
nately the movie reels for the
Selecto are smaller and �re-

versed� (the pictures would be
backwards) compared to the

First meeting of the members of the K.M.C.D. Syndicate on
September 22, 1895, from left: Henry N. Marvin, William Kennedy

Laurie Dickson, Herman Casler, and Elias Bernard Koopman

A Mutoscope Selecto

standard Mutoscope movie
reel.  The Selecto was a mar-
keting failure too, probably
because of the non-inter-
changeable reels.  The Selecto
machine also did not look like
a standard Mutoscope since
it had a wooden case with a
marquee that displayed the
five different movie titles.

The big problem with the
Mutoscope was that only one
person could watch at a time.
The promoters of the
Mutoscope, the K.M.C.D. Syn-
dicate, tried to get around the
issue by introducing
Mutoscope parlors that
housed several such ma-
chines.  There was no way the
machines could compete with
the much more social and

SOUTHEAST MISOUTHEAST MISOUTHEAST MISOUTHEAST MISOUTHEAST MI

comfortable environment of a
seated audience watching
projected film.  The Syndicate

soon accepted this and intro-
duced the Biograph, which
enjoyed much greater success.

Production of the Mutoscope
reels ceased completely in the
1950�s.  Both the Mutoscope

and the reels are highly sought
after by today�s collector and
both fetch high prices.�
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MONTPELIER

Cemetery Ridge Antique Mall (AM)
13805 St. Rt. 107
1 mi. S., Exit 13/2 - OH Tpk.
419-485-8033/260-437-6462

MT. VICTORY

TOLEDO

Antique Barn (AM)
1598 Sylvania Ave.
419-470-0118
M, Tu, Sa 10-5; W, F 10-6

Uptown Antiques &
Collectibles (AD,VF)
1900 Monroe St.
419-241-9350

VAN WERT

Years Ago Antique Mall (AM)
108 W. Main St.
419-238-3362   Closed on Tues.

WAPAKONETA

Dad's Toy Shop (G, AD)
123 W. Auglaize St.
419-738-2007

Mercy Unlimited, Inc. (S)
38 E. Auglaize St.
419-738-3161
www.mercyunlimited.org
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The Mills Novelty Com-
pany, Incorporated of Chi-
cago, Illinois was once a lead-
ing manufacturer of coin-op-

erated machines, including
slot machines, vending ma-
chines, and jukeboxes, in the
United States. Between about
1905 and 1930, the company�s
products included the Mills
Violano-Virtuoso and its pre-
decessors, celebrated ma-
chines that automatically
played a violin and, after
about 1909, a piano.

The main inventor of the
Mills Violano-Virtuoso was
Henry Konrad Sandell who
was born in about 1878, &
therefore a contemporary of
Thomas Edison.

 Henry Sandell arrived in
the United States from Sweden
at the age of 12 in about 1888.
He was granted his first
United States patent on the

mechanism at the age of 21, in
about 1899 and put his pro-
posals and patents before the
Mills Novelty Company in

about 1903.
On 27 March 1905 Henry

Sandell filed an application
for a United States patent for
an electric self-playing violin.
The patent was granted on
December 19, 1905 and
assigned to Mills Novelty
Company.  This forerunner of
the Violano-Virtuoso was
known as the Automatic
Virtuosa.  It was marketed in
1905.  At the time player
pianos and mechanical coin-
operated devices were
extremely popular.  These
very early instruments did not
have pianos.   It quickly
became evident that a piano
needed to be added to make
the machine more popular
and more pleasant to listen to.

Most were returned to the
factory and retro fitted with a
piano back.

The United States Patent and
Trademark Office had a dis-
play of several significant in-
ventions at the Alaska-
Yukon-Pacific Exposition in
Seattle, Washington in 1909,
including an early Violano-
Virtuoso.  The company used
this event to promote the

Violano-Virtuoso as �Desig-
nated by the U.S. Government
as one of the eight greatest in-
ventions of the decade� on all
subsequent machines.

The Violano-Virtuoso was
not available to the public
until 1911.  Technology used
in the instrument was pat-
ented on June 4, 1912.  Early
Violano-Virtuoso�s have a
glass divider between the vio-

lin mechanism and the piano
mechanism.  Machines with
two violins are known as the
De Luxe Model Violano-Vir-
tuoso or the Double Mills.

In 1914 an instrument with
many very early rolls was pre-
sented from the Mills Com-
pany to the Smithsonian In-
stitution.  It still exists today
and is located in the

The VThe VThe VThe VThe Violano-Violano-Violano-Violano-Violano-Virtuosoirtuosoirtuosoirtuosoirtuoso

A rare and fascinating DeLuxe Violano Virtuoso.
Listed for $248,500 at www.rauantiques.com
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Smithsonian Directors Office.

The exact number of ma-
chines produced is not

known.  Estimates are be-
tween 4,000 and 5,000.  To-

day, some sources estimate
that only about 750 of the
single machines and fewer
than 100 of the Double Mills

still exist, while other sources
estimate that several thou-
sand machines survive.  How-
ever, the Violano-Virtuoso

have the highest survival rate
of any type of player piano;

they required little mainte-
nance when they were first
produced and that is still the
case for those that survive.

Early Bow Front.  www.aspireauctions.com

A common player piano op-
erates pneumatically, moved
or worked by air pressure.
The Violano-Virtuoso was all
electric and all the moving
parts were set in motion by
electric motors or electromag-
nets.  A company catalogue
states that they ran on �any
electric lighting current� and
used �no more than one 16-
candle power light.�  They
were designed to operate on
110 volts direct current.  In lo-
cations that had 110 volts al-
ternating current, or other
types of power supply, the in-
struments were used with a
unique converter unit.

The violin had four strings,
with an octave available on
each string, and could repro-
duce 64 notes.  All four strings
could be played simulta-
neously.  This allowed the

possibility of four-part inde-
pendent counterpoint.  A vi-

brato could be produced.
The piano had 44 notes,

half the number of keys found

on a normal piano keyboard.
The piano was played by

regular hammers using a stan-
dard player piano action.  The

MILAN

Sights & Sounds of Edison (AD)
21 S. Main St.
419-499-3093

AVON

Countryside Antiques (AM)
36290 Detroit Rd.
Rt. 254 W. of Rt. 83
440-934-4228

Jameson Homestead
Antiques (AM)
36675 Detroit Rd.
440-934-6977
www.jamesonatiques.com

MANSFIELD

10-5 Mon - Sat
(419) 522-0230
www.carrouselantiques.com

MANSFIELD, OH 118 N. Main St.l

POWELL

18 N. Liberty St.,
POWELL, OH 43065

M-Sat 11-5; Sun 12-5
614-885-5588

Powell

Home of the Nickelodeons

Liberty
Antique Mall

LibertyAntiqueMall.com

Violin in standard model. Photo courtesy, millsnovelty.com Musicians �playing in� the music.
Violano Factory Tour, courtesy of Tim Trager, timtrager.com/

violano-factory-tour
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BERLIN

Berlin Antique Mall (AM)
4359 St. Rt. 39, Berlin, 1 M. East
of Berlin @ Schrock�s Amish
Farm,  330-893-3051
www.amishfarmvillage.com

(In Berlin Ohio)

2 Floors 24,000 Square Feet
Handicap Accessible Elevator

30 Day Layaway Offered
Mon-Sat 9-5 Closed Sunday

Located in The Heart Of Amish Country
On The Corner of State Route 62 &

State Route 39 in Berlin

Furniture, Glassware, Collectibles, Tools,
Smalls & Primitives

l

l

�

The Berlin Village

Antique Mall

For more information call David Miller
at The Berlin Village Antique Mall

330-893-4100
www.berlinvam.com

HANOVERTON

Hanoverton
Curio Shop
Where you find the
usual & unusual
Where you find the
usual & unusual

30067 Canal St.
Hanoverton, OH 44423
(330) 223-3009
curioshop@core.com

The shop which
has been blessed
by the love for the Lord!
Phil 4:19

The shop which
has been blessed
by the love for the Lord!
Phil 4:19

Antiques
Books
Curios

LAKEWOOD

Joseph Davis Antiques (AD)
17415 Detroit Ave.
216-314-1907

Lakewood Antique Mall (AM)
16928 Detroit Ave.
216-221-7650

MEDINA

Medina Depot Antiques(AM,
RR, SC, V, PA, J, GL, AF, VF)
602 W. Liberty St.
330-722-6666

MILLERSBURG

Yoder's Antique Mall (AM)
5484 Twp Rd. 359
330-893-0135

NEW BALTIMORE

Mack�s Barn Antiques (AM)
14665 Ravenna Ave.
330-935-2746

PARKMAN

Auntie�s Antique Mall (AM)
15567 Main Market (Rt. 422)
440-548-5353

SHARON CENTER

Wm. L. Hromy Antiques (AD)
5958 Ridge Rd. (St. Rt. 94)
330-239-1409
By chance or Sat. & Sun. 10:30-5

TALLMADGE

Endless
TREASURES
Antiques Collectibles Giftsl l

C.J. Pearson 330-633-3803
91 Northeast Ave.

Tallmadge, OH 44278
OPEN:

l

W-Th-F 11-5, Sat 12-4

WICKLIFFE

Antiques & Uniques LLC (AD)
30200 Euclid Avenue
440-944-0133

CAIRO

Route 43 Antique Mall (AM)
8340 Kent Ave. N.E.
330-494-9268

COLUMBIANA

Mainstreet Antiques (AM)
13 E. Park Ave.
330-482-5202  - Quality
Antiques at affordable prices

EAST LIVERPOOL

409 Washington St.
East Liverpool, OH 43920

330-385-6933

40,000 SQUARE FEET

POTTERY CITY
Antique Mall

WE HAVE IT ALL
200 Dealers � Dtwn Exit off U.S. 30

We Don't Pick Our Mall for the Internet

7 days a week til 6 PM
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hammers were activated by
electromagnets.  The piano
frame was made of iron,
shaped like a shield, and sym-
metrically strung.  The bass
strings were at the center of
the frame and the treble
strings branched out to the
edges from the center. This ar-
rangement distributed the
string pressure more evenly

across the frame and helped
keep the piano in tune.

The Violano-Virtuoso was
coin-operated and its mecha-
nism was capable of holding
up to 15 coins.  Some models
were made for domestic use
and did not have the coin
mechanism.

The instrument used rolls of
perforated paper.  Most of the
rolls had five tunes on them,
the popular tunes of the day.
Individual tunes could not be
selected.  Over time, the Mills
Novelty Company produced
approximately 3,121 different
rolls.  Each arrangement of a
song was identified by a
unique number.  Some songs
appear on more than one roll.

The Violano-Virtuoso was a
very heavy object.  The first
page of the Violano-Virtuoso
manual stated that to lift the
instrument from the delivery
wagon would need �3 good
men�.

Production of the Violano-

Virtuoso seems to have fin-
ished in 1930.  Henry Sandell
died in 1948, at the age of 70.

The Violano-Virtuoso was

designed for public places,
and can be considered to be a
beautiful work of craftsman-
ship.

In addition to the Violano-
Virtuoso, the Mills Novelty
Company developed a variety
of other automatic musical in-

Toning & finishing tops and
backs.  The carver shaves &

scrapes the rough finished back
down to the proper thickness by

hand.
Violano Factory Tour, courtesy
of Tim Trager, timtrager.com/

violano-factory-tour

struments.  These included the
Viol-Cello, the Viol-Xylo-
phone, and the Mills String
Quartette.�
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CHILLICOTHE

Ross-Chillicothe CVB (T)
45 E. Main St.
800-413-4118

Ruby Tuesday
3 Decades of

1978 Summit St.
Columbus, OH 43201

614-291-8313

Sound
Entertainment

RubyTuesdayLive.com

LANCASTER

SUMMER
HOUSE

ANTIQUES

SUMMER
HOUSE

ANTIQUES

OPEN; Tues-Sat twoish - 5
Sunday 1-5

A tremendous array of smalls and
glassware including Fire King

720 N. Columbus St., Lancaster, OH
740-653-7883 (740-Old-Stuf)

NEWARK

Olde Tyme Country
Crafts & Pottery (G,P)
SR 16, E @ Marne Rd.
740-763-2650
Closed Mon. July-Dec

PATASKALA

PROCTORVILLE

Proctorville Flea Market (F)
1 Shade Dr.
740-886-7606

COLUMBUS

Off Broadway Antiques (AM)
3369 Indianola Ave.
614-261-7710

Scott Antique Markets (AS)
Ohio State Fairgrounds
I-71, Exit 111 (17th Ave.)
740-569-4112

Whether a stockbroker or a
housewife, everyone would
like to know what awaits them
in the future.  The sources are
abundant - a psychic, the
newspaper horoscope, a crys-
tal ball, a fortune cookie - and,

although people know that
this is just a form of amuse-
ment, they are still drawn to
it.

In seeking answers, one
mechanism that has evolved
over the years is the fortune-

telling machine.  Its invention
is attributed to J. Parkes of
England.  Having one�s for-
tune told was a big event at
the various local fairs, feeding
people�s unending curiosity to
know what will happen (pref-

erably good) over the coming
days, months, or years.  At
these early events, live
fortunetellers were popular,
but a major change came in

1867 when Parkes obtained a
patent for a machine he devel-
oped that would predict one�s
future for a cent.  It was so ar-
ranged that after the coin was
deposited into the slot, it
would engage one of several
disks, each of a different di-
ameter, to dispense a fortune.
The information was printed
on a ticket.  However, his in-
vention did not go far, as he
apparently did not market it
well.  Next, came a machine
from John Dennison, also Brit-
ish, and he also developed a
mechanical fortuneteller, but
again he was not a great pro-
moter of his product.

But the idea did not die, as
that curiosity continued to
drive the popularity of these
machines.  As Ken Rubin, an
avid coin-operated machine

collector with over 350 ma-
chines and working on a book
on the history of cigar vend-
ing machines, noted, �You go
to a fortune-telling machine

first of all to get your fortune.�
The first ones, which be-

came popular in the United
States, were the Donkey Won-
der and the Elephant Wonder,
based on the symbols of the
two major political parties.
An eminently attractive come-
on was printed on the front
panel of the Donkey machine,
which confirmed that �Don-
key Wonder will solve your
problems.�

These machines were first
produced in 1891 and later
electrified in 1910 by the
Roover Brothers of Brooklyn,
N.Y.  Adding to their attrac-
tion was the ingenuity of the
maker who introduced almost
life-like motion.  The Donkey
Wonder moved its head, ears,
mouth, and held a rod in her

Donkey Wonder - courtesy Morphy Auctions

Fortune TFortune TFortune TFortune TFortune Telling Coin Operated Machineselling Coin Operated Machineselling Coin Operated Machineselling Coin Operated Machineselling Coin Operated Machines
bbbbby y y y y Cheryl M. KCheryl M. KCheryl M. KCheryl M. KCheryl M. Keysereysereysereysereyser
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LEBANON

The Village Ice Cream Parlor
& Restaurant (E)
22 S. Broadway
513-932-6918

LEWISBURG

NATIONAL TRAIL
ANTIQUES MARKET

Variety of Merchandise with Friendly Prices

1/2 mi. off I-70. Ex. 14, N. on
Rt.503 (Commerce St.)

937-962-2114

HOURS: Tues-Sat 10-6 Sun 12-6l

109 N. Commerce St., Lewisburg, OH

OAKWOOD

Park Avenue Antiques (AD)
2306 Far Hills Ave.
937-293-5691
Tues.-Fri. 10:30-5, Sat. 10:30-4
parkaveantiques.com

OREGONIA

Fort Ancient
Trading Post

5277 St. Rt. 350, Oregonia, OH
6 miles East of Lebanon

Antiques, Indian Relics, Books, Rocks,
Bottles, Antique Marbles, Old Tools

We Buy, Sell, Trade

513-932-3109
Open 7 Days, 9 am to dusk

PIQUA

READING

�

�

APPRAISALS
17 ROOMS
FULL

�ALWAYS
BUYING

430 W. BENSON ST. READING
513-821-1497 Since 1976

l

l

11-5 Wed.-Sat. or by Appointment

IN

"EVERY NOW & THEN"
ANTIQUE FURNITURE MALL

CincinnatiAntiqueFurnitureMall.com

RIPLEY

Ripley  Museum (M)
219 N. Second St.
937-392-4660; Open Sat. 10-5
www.ripleymuseum.org

River Valley Antique Mall (AM)
126 Main St.
937-618-1878

ROSS

SOUTH VIENNA

THOUSANDS
IN STOCK
QUALITY

LAMP SHADES
JOHNSONS

LAMP SHOP
8518 E. National Rd. (US 40),

S. Vienna OH
W-F 10-5, Sat 10-4 937-568-4551

www.johnsonslampshop.com
�

SPRINGFIELD

The American
Antiquities Gallery

The American
Antiquities Gallery

126 E. High St. Springfield, Oh 45502
937-322-6281
l

Open by chance or
Appointment

AmericanAntiquities.com

Antique MallAntique Mall

Colliers Family Restaurant (E)
2800 W. First St.
937-323-5000
colliersfamilyrestaurant.com

l l

l l

l l

l

l

Restaurant 9AM-9PM 80 deluxe rooms
downtown location free movies

most reasonable conference room
direct dial room phone

apartments available
l Full Cable

325 W. Columbia St., Spfld. OH
937-324-5601

EXECUTIVE

INN

MeadowsThe

4105 E. National Rd., Springfield OH

937-323-4646

family dining
Dinner specials start at 4pm
daily
Lunch specials 11a-4p

and All Day Sunday

Mon 11a-8p; Tu, W, Th 11a-9p
F-Sat 11a-10p; Sun 11a-8p

Nancy's Early Attic (AD)
1821 W. Main St.
937-605-3462

SOUTHWEST OHSOUTHWEST OHSOUTHWEST OHSOUTHWEST OHSOUTHWEST OH

ARCANUM

CINCINNATI

Grand Antique Mall (AM)
9701 Reading Road
513-554-1919
grandantiquemall.com

Hanover House (AD)
2701 Observatory Ave.
513-321-2671
www.federationantiques.com

DAYTON

Flea-N-Tique (AC)
Montgomery County
FG Coliseum, 1043 S. Main St.
937-256-5051

FAIRFIELD

KETTERING

Alley Cat Chic
2205 S. Smithville Rd.
937-252-5039
(Find us on Facebook)
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46,000 SQ. FT. UNDER ROOF
OPEN DAILY 10-6

1735 Titus Rd.,
Spfld., OH
937-322-8868

SPRINGFIELD

A SNTIQUE
& COLLECTIBLES

EXIT 59 I-70

450 DEALERS

You will find hundreds of
thousands of antiques for sale.

furniture, dolls, toys, glass, china,
advertising, books, architectural,

military, gasoline, rugs, clothing...
you name it.

www.SpringfieldAntique.com

Close to Flea Market, Wittenburg
& Antique Malls

Take Exit 62 off I-70 to Rt. 40 W
2850 E. Main St. Springfield OHl

Weekly & Commercial Rates

l

l

Free Cable & HBO
All Major Credit Cards Accepted

TOWN HOUSE MOTOR LODGE

937-325-7661

TROY

URBANA

Freshwater Farms of
Ohio, Inc. (G,AD)
2624 N. US Rt. 68
937-652-3701/800-634-7434
www.fwfarms.com

Urbana Antique Show & Flea
Market (AC)
Champaign Co. FG
937-788-2058

WAYNESVILLE

WEST CARROLLTON

Fields of Treasure, LLC (AD)
5 N. Elm St.
937-487-2335
www.fieldsoftreasure.com

WEST LIBERTY

Ohio Caverns (M,G)
2210 E. Rt. 245
937-465-4017

Piatt Castles (M,AR,G)
10051 Township Rd. 47 &
Corner of Rt. 245 & Rt. 287
937-465-2821
www.piattcastles.org

WILMINGTON

Shoppes at the Old Mill
316 E. Sugartree St., Wilmington OH 45177

937-655-8181
Over 30 Antiques &
Collectibles Dealers

Gifts, Crafts, Candles
Home Decor

Home Again II

physical art.
 One of the next machines

was the Madame Zita
fortuneteller, which was pat-
ented in 1896 by the Roovers.
Another automaton, she was
costumed as a gypsy.  Once a

coin was inserted, the figure
would move her hand to pick
up a card with a fortune
printed on it, dispense it, and,
in a wonderful culmination,
throw the player a kiss.

Morphy Auctions is said to
have recently sold a Madam
Zita machine for $200,000, a
record price, and a hefty in-
crease over a 2005 auction in
which a Madam Zita went  for
$36,000 and in 2006 for
$41,000.

A charming Puss �n Boots,
based on the storybook char-
acter, was made by the Roover
Brothers from 1897 to 1904; it
was recreated in the 1930s
and again in the 1980s.

In the early part of the 20th
century, fortune-telling ma-
chines were often placed in
front of penny arcades, noted
Rubin, dispensing fortunes as
a way to draw in the public.
(Today, they are known as

�trade stimulators.�)
One of the featured ma-

chines was the gypsy,
Doraldina, who held a glow-
ing crystal ball and had
animatronic features with the
head and eyes moving and the
chest �breathing.�  In the early
1940s along came the �Gypsy
Grandma� from Geneco.  This
was based on the player�s as-
trological sign and the
fortuneteller held playing
cards in her right hand and a
magic wand in her left.  She
would examine the card be-
fore it was issued to the player,
perhaps to give it a touch of
authenticity.

A 1929 machine, whose pre-

Puss- In-Boots Fortune Teller Machine by Roover Brothers,
Pinterest

paw or hand (the Donkey
wore a dress), which hit a
wheel causing it to spin.  The
wheel had numbers on it and
when the spinning stopped a

corresponding fortune would
appear.  There were 24 for-
tunes in all.  �They were stun-
ning machines and rare,� en-
thused Rubin, who is a fan of
their mechanical expertise the

dictions were probably espe-
cially coveted that momen-
tous year, was manufactured
by WiIliam Gent Manufactur-
ing and was known as
�Grandmothers Predictions.�
  A much later fortuneteller
came in the form of a Swami
Napkin Holder.  This was
made by the F. E. Erickson
Company in the 1950s.  It was
a tabletop machine, bearing
the image of the �Swami� and
fit inside a napkin holder.  It
is best associated with an epi-
sode of the T.V. Series, �Twi-
light Zone,� in which William
Shatner played, before he
gained fame on �Star Trek.�

One of the best known of the
fortune-telling machines in
modern times is one featuring
the magician, �Zoltar,�
which was in the movie �Big�
with Tom Hanks.  This ma-
chine has also been in several
other productions, including
an episode of �Limitless� and
�Bioshock.�

Coin-operated fortune tell-
ing machines are still being
made today by Characters
Unlimited and come in hun-
dreds of characters, of which
the most popular is still the
fortune-teller.  They advertise
their machines as all �built
from scratch� in the United
States.  The mechanisms of the
machines have evolved with
up-to-date electronics, but
their basic attraction has not
changed, and who knows,
may also become future col-
lectibles.

Rubin speculates that one of
the reasons behind the popu-
larity of coin-operated ma-
chines was the coinage used
in the United States.  �The
penny and nickel were perfect
for the coin industry because
of their weight, dimes were
harder because they were thin-
ner.�  He also maintains that
when these machines were
first adopted in the United
States, the general financial
situation of the public helped
the industry to grow.  �At that
time, if a man could burn a
nickel a day in a coin-operated
machine, it indicated that he
was doing well.��
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Antiques on the Main (AM)
108 N. Chestnut  St.
740-425-3406

BARNESVILLE
Antique Mall

202 N. Chestnut St.

740-425-2435
Open: Tu-Sun 8-5 Over 100 Dealers

www.barnesvilleantiquemall.com

l

Exit 202 off I-70 Barnesville, OHl

facebook.com/pages/Barnesville-Antique-Mall/132416394114

Renovated second floor
One of Ohio’s best kept secrets!

Quality antiques at affordable prices!

CAMBRIDGE

Hopalong Cassidy Collectibles (AD)
700 Wheeling Ave.
740-826-4850

Penny Court (AM)
637 Wheeling Ave.
740-432-4369

CARROLLTON

MARIETTA

Riverview Antiques (AD)
102 Front St.
740-373-4068
www.riverviewantiques.com

NEW CONCORD

Margaret Lane Antiques (AD)
2 E Main St.
740-826-7414

STEUBENVILLE

Adams Antiques of
Steubenville (AD)
406 Adams St.
740-282-2400
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STRASBURG

A GAME OF CHANCE FOR BUSINESSA GAME OF CHANCE FOR BUSINESSA GAME OF CHANCE FOR BUSINESSA GAME OF CHANCE FOR BUSINESSA GAME OF CHANCE FOR BUSINESS
by Bob Brookeby Bob Brookeby Bob Brookeby Bob Brookeby Bob Brooke

 Looking much like a toy slot
machine, trade stimulators
were countertop machines
used to encourage shoppers to
indulge in a game of chance,

which, in turn, stimulated
business.

Trade simulators became
popular in American saloons
during the 1880s.  Eventually,

cigar, confectionery and gen-
eral store owners saw their
potential for generating busi-
ness and began using them.
Produced in a wide range of

designs, these little machines
originated around the same
time as slot machines.  A
player inserted a coin and

pulled a lever.  If he or she got
a winning combination, they
won prizes of cigars, ciga-
rettes, candy and other goods.
Some had beer reel strips for
play and payout tokens worth
a mug of beer or five mugs or
more, depending on the win-
ning token amount or what the
payout card read.  If a game
didn�t payout in tokens, play-
ers could exchange their pay-
out card towards purchasing
products at the owner�s estab-
lishment.  When certain states
prohibited gambling, busi-
ness owners could use these
machines generally without
fear of prosecution.

The Groetchen Tool &
Manufacturing Company in
Chicago, one of many compa-
nies that manufactured trade
stimulators, produced a vari-
ety of models from 1936

through 1948.  One of their
most popular was the �Lib-
erty Bell� or just �Liberty,�
produced in the 1940s.  It

stood 10 inches tall, 9 inches
wide, and 10 inches deep and
weighed about 14 pounds.
The Liberty dispensed tokens
for l or 5 packs of cigarettes.
Its three reels had pictures of
seven different brands of ciga-
rettes, including Lucky Strike,
Camel, Kool, Wings, Chester-
field, Old Gold, and Twenty
Grand.  The idea was to line
up three packs of the same
brand to win a free one.  On
the front cover of the machine
was the image of a sophisti-
cated lady smoking a cigarette
in the Art Deco style.

Inserting a penny in the coin
slot and pushing down the
brown-knobbed handle
would cause the machine to
fully function, then allow the
handle to pneumatically re-
turn to the raised position.  If

Ballgum trade stimulators gave a gumball to those who didn�t win
on the reels. Later, fakes of these machines came on the market.

liberty trade stilmulator bw.jpg - Groetchen�s most popular trade
stimulator was the Liberty. It was a good size and simple in

design.
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the player didn�t insert a coin,
the handle could still be
pushed down, but the ma-

chine wouldn�t function.  The
coin would drop onto the floor
of the machine and the reels
would spin briskly and then
lock into position.  If three-of-
a-kind emblems appeared in
the windows, a token would
be dispensed from the lower
right side of the machine.  The
shop owner could collect coins
from the floor of the machine
by removing the back door
and tipping the machine to
the rear while taking care to
insure that the reel mecha-
nism didn�t slide out.

The shop owner could avoid
gambling restrictions since
the pay-out wasn�t cash, but
rather a token that could be
traded for merchandise.  Some
tokens had the words �mints�
marked on them.  Players
could exchange these for cash
�under the counter.�

The benefit to the machine�s
owner was that customers
would usually have to insert
more coins than the

merchandise�s retail value,
thus netting the owner addi-
tional profit.   For example,
where a customer could pur-
chase a pack of cigarettes out-
right for 15 cents, he might
pay 20 cents or more before
winning a pack from a trade
stimulator machine�dou-
bling the profit for the owner
when the wholesale price was
10 cents per pack.

Groetchen also produced
the Mercury trade stimulator,
made of cast aluminum.   A
plaque reading �MERCURY,
INSERT 1¢ TO SPIN REELS,
TEST YOUR SKILL, LINE UP
THREE OF A KIND, FOR
AMUSEMENT ONLY� ap-
peared on the top of the unit.
The mechanism used brass-
clad tokens, each marked
�GOOD FOR 1 PACK OF
CIGARETTES.�   As with the

Liberty model, its reel strips
contained emblems of ciga-
rette packs.  Groetchen�s �Ball
Gum� machine released a
gum ball if the player didn�t
win on the reels.

Some of Groetchen�s models,
such as the �21 Vender,� were
a little bolder, featuring play-
ing cards to play 21 on the
reels.

To further hide that a ma-
chine gave winners cigarettes,
which weren�t allowed to be
given as game prizes in some
states, some tokens had differ-
ent numbers of stars rather
than saying �2 packs� or �5
packs.�  Groetchen also made
a trade stimulator machine
called the Ginger, which ap-
peared on the market in June,
1937, and took the star tokens.
As with the mints tokens, it
was probably possible to ex-
change tokens for cash, at
least at some establishments.

Groetchen also manufac-
tured the �Columbia� in a va-
riety of models from 1936
through 1948, with four years
off for World War II from 1942
to 1945.  Though a bit smaller
in size than most of its other
trade stimulators, the Colum-
bia had a clever feature.  The
coins going in dropped into a
rotary carousel escalator.
When a player got a winner,
the last coins played in got
paid out, so someone trying to
slug the machine would only
win their slugs back.  That
little feature made it a money
maker.  It was also an inex-
pensive machine, selling for
around $50 new while other
larger machines sold for
around $100 at the time.

Trade stimulators weren�t
immune to fakery, either.  Dur-
ing their peak of popularity, a
lot of companies copied each
other�s models and gave them
different names.  However,
collectors today are well
aware of the many fake trade
stimulators that have been
flooding the market.  Some of
these machines are rigged
from pieces of other machines.

Take the Groetchen �Tav-
ern� model, for example.  Sev-
eral years ago, only a few of
these appeared in collections.

A few trade stimulators featured card games on the reels.

Today, there are a large num-
ber of them, many of which are
being made up from other
models.  Groetchen made sev-

eral different variations of this
machine, using the same case
style.  Four of them have re-
movable cast nameplates on
the top casting��The Bar-

tender,� �Ball Gum,� and
�The Fortune Teller.�  The oth-
ers have the name as part of
the top casting.  To create the

Groetchen�s Tavern trade stimulator wasn�t that popular when it
was made, but collectors have put it in high demand, resulting in

fakes flooding the market.

phony Taverns, unscrupu-
lous people remove the origi-
nal plate or mill the cast-in
name off the others to make a

smooth area for a new recast
Tavern nameplate.  Also,
Groetchen only produced its
Tavern machine with the
front casting having a three-

vertical-bar design to the right
of the award card area.  Some
have shown up with the flow-

The earlier trade stimulators had reels featuring seven different
brands of cigarettes. The player had to line up three of a kind to win.
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The Mercury was a smaller unit which took up less counter space.
It gave out brass tokens to the winners.

Dice-O-Matic was produced by
Groetchen Tool & Mfg. Co. in

1934.

Most trade stimulators gave
players a token if they won on

the reels. The player could then
exchange the token for cigarettes

or other items sold at the
business.

ery broach design to the right,
and most of that design had
the award card frame as part

of the front casting and wasn�t
the removable four-screw

frame style.  Then they re-
placed the original reel strips
and award cards with fake
ones.  The reason for all this
subterfuge is money since the
popularity of the Tavern model

with collections has caused a
demand, which, in turn, has
driven prices for it up.

Fakers have also taken the

�Cent-A-Pack� trade stimula-
tor, made by the Buckley
Manufacturing Company,

and modified it to create the
�BALL GUM� trade stimula-
tor.  First, they removed the
etched nameplate pinned to
the top casting.  Then they re-

cast and mounted a large jack-
pot on the front.  They re-
moved the original set of ciga-
rette strips and reward card
and replaced them with a set
of reproduced fruit symbol
strips.  This produced a more
desirable Buckley �Jackpot
Ball Gum� to rake in a higher
amount.  The way collectors
can tell the difference between
the original model and the
�Ball Gum� is that the origi-
nal won�t have the four holes
in the top casting for the other
nameplates.

This same Buckley machine
is also being transformed into
two other bogus models.  Fak-
ers remove the original fruit or
cigarette strips and reward
card, and then install a set of
Tavern beer strips, along with
a made-up award card, with
either the Bartender or Bar Boy
name placed on it.  Buckley
never made machines like
these.  And to show how gull-
ible some beginning collectors
are, several have sold on eBay.
One eBay buyer made the
seller take the machine back.

So what are trade stimula-
tors worth today?  Generally,
trade stimulators range in
price from about $200 to
nearly $800.  The Liberty Bell
trade stimulator, for example,
ranges in value from about
$200 to $350 in today�s mar-
ket, despite surviving in great
numbers.  A 1930s Gem Ven-
dor currently sells for $750.
Groetchen�s Mercury goes for
about $350.

As an avid collector of a vari-
ety of antiques and collectibles for
the last 20 years, Bob Brooke
knows what he�s writing about.
Besides writing about antiques,
Brooke has also sold at flea mar-
kets and worked in an antique
shop, so he knows the business
side too.  His articles have ap-
peared in many antiques and
consumer publications, includ-
ing British Heritage, Antique
Week, Southeastern
Antiquing and Collecting
Magazine, OldandSold.com,
and many others.  To read more
of his work, visit his main website
at www.bobbrooke.com or his
specialty antiques site at
www.theantiquesalmanac.com�
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Town pump . Courtesy 'The News Leader'

Hanoverton, Ohio will be
celebrating its annual Ped-
dlers Days this year on July 8
& 9, only this year the name
has been changed to Hanover
Homecoming to return to a
former tradition.  When
people used to return to the
village, they�d say, �Meet me

at the pump.�  The pump was
a meeting place and water
cooler for the entire village
and served as a place for resi-
dents to talk politics or dis-
cuss the news of the day.  In
honor of that tradition, T-
shirts with the slogan on them
will be available for sale dur-
ing the two-day festival.

For the most part, the event
will be held on historic Ply-
mouth Street.  There will be
vendors, artisans, crafts, old
costumes and ice cream and
strawberries from the Histori-
cal Society too.  Be sure to be
there for the parade on Satur-
day afternoon.  Throughout
the event, tours of the village
will be given featuring the

1813 canal town�s history.  For
the brave among you, there
will be a ghost walk in the
evening with ghosts telling
stories of the village, includ-
ing tales of the Sandy Creek
Canal and Hanoverton�s un-
derground railroad.

Interested in classic cars and

engines and motors?  You too
will be able to enjoy a cruise-
in, a hit and miss engine dis-
play, and a tractor pull on
nearby downtown streets.

Homecoming is always a big
deal.  This one is no different.

Hanoverton, Ohio, is located
east of Canton in Columbiana
County.  Hanoverton is home
to the historic Spread Eagle
Tavern, an inn/restaurant
that has been visited by
Abraham Lincoln, Dan
Quayle, Dick Cheney, Newt
Gingrich, and most recently
John McCain, who was cam-
paigning for the 2008 Presi-
dential race at the town�s
school United Local High
School.�
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Wheeling

250

70

2

WHEELING

Centre Market Square (AS)
2200 Market St.
304-234-3878
(Between 22nd & 23rd Sts.)
centremarket@hotmail.com

Coleman's Fish Market (E)
2226 Market St.
304-232-8510
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79
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CARLISLE

Bedford Street Antiques (AM)
44 N. Bedford St.
717-241-5309
mary@bedfordstantiques.
comcastbiz.net

WASHINGTON

Crown Antique Mall (AM)
1500 W. Chestnut St. #812
724-993-4395

CANONSBURG

Antique Junction (AM)
2475 Washington Rd. (Rt. 19 N)
724-746-5119
www.antiquejunction.biz

Canonsburg Antique
Schoolhouse (AM)
The School House
99 Weavertown Rd. (School St.)
724-745-1050

Rt. 19 Antiques (AM)
2597 Washington Rd. (Rt. 19 N)
724-746-3277

Tri-State Antique Center (AM)
47 W. Pike St.
724-745-9116
tri-stateantiques.com

HEIDELBERG

Heidelberg Antiques (AM)
1550 Collier Ave.
412-429-9222

A penny arcade is any venue
that uses coin-operated
machines, usually for
entertainment, that cost a
penny to play.  The name
derives from the coin that was
used to operate the machines,
and the term came into use
around 1905.  The machines
that were used in early
arcades were:

• Bagatelles ( non-electrical,
billiards-like game)
• Pinball Machines - non-elec-
trical, spring-loaded
• Fortune-telling Devices
• Slot Machines � prizes were
fruit-flavored gum, candy, a
pack of cigarettes, or a cigar,
depending on their location
(to keep from being consid-
ered gambling devices)
• Amberolas - internal horn
cylinder phonographs
• Peep Show Machines  (that
showed objects and pictures)

• Mutoscopes (black-and-
white images on tough, flex-
ible cards mounted on a rotat-
ing circular core that could be
viewed by one person)
• Love Tester Machines
• Shooting Games
• Strength Tester Machines

Penny arcades enjoyed
tremendous success and
popped up in nearly every
town, small and large, across
the United States.  The most
successful and profitable
game was the fruit machine,
or as we call it today, the one-
armed bandit, which at one
time or another was once
banned almost everywhere.

Mutoscope machines, or
�What the Butler Saw� as they
were seductively called, were
many peoples� first experience
with �moving pictures.�
Although previously single
machines were placed in
shops and bars, the
popularity mutoscopes is
credited with starting the first
multiple machine arcades
called Mutoscope parlors.

The midways of 1920s-era
amusement parks, such as
Coney Island, provided an
impetus for later arcade
games.  In the 1930s the first
coin-operated pinball ma-
chines emerged.  Made of
wood, these early models were
spring-loaded and lacked elec-
tricity and flippers, which
weren�t added until around
1947.  Pinball became contro-
versial with some factions call-
ing it a game of chance, and

therefore gambling.  The ad-
dition of flippers added cre-
dence to the idea that pinball
was a game of skill.

During the 1930s, David
Gottlieb�s Baffle Ball (1931)
and Raymond Moloney�s Bal-
lyhoo (1932) introduced pin-
ball to arcades.  As pinball
designers added bumpers,
flippers, and thematic art-
work, pinball surged in popu-
larity, even as legislators
banned the game by associat-
ing it with gambling, orga-
nized crime, and delinquency.
Nevertheless, over the next
three decades arcade owners
replaced many older me-
chanical novelty games with
pinball machines and electro-
mechanical baseball, target
shooting, horse racing,
shuffle board, and bowling
games.  Pinball machines
ruled arcades until the late
1960s.

The decline of the early
penny arcade probably oc-
curred for one reason �

progress.  Movie theaters
usurped mutoscopes. There
were constantly changes and
major new innovations, like
the automobile that created a
new excitement and lessened
interest in arcades by pulling
customers into new adven-
tures.

If you are nostalgic for the
feel of an old arcade, you might
want to visit arcade-

TTTTThe Rise and Fall of the Penny Arcadehe Rise and Fall of the Penny Arcadehe Rise and Fall of the Penny Arcadehe Rise and Fall of the Penny Arcadehe Rise and Fall of the Penny Arcade

Bagatelle - Courtesy Pinterest

museum.org, or visit the old-
est penny arcade in America,
Spring Lake Arcade in
Harrisville, Rhode Island.

There might be a resurrec-
tion of the arcade brewing to-
day.  At least one town that I

know of has an arcade/bar
that features skeeball, console
video games, and pinball.  So
maybe if you are patient, an
arcade with vintage games
might pop up in a city near
you!�

Amberola - courtesy Wikipedia
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Growing up in the 1950s
had some wonderful perks;
first there weren�t cell phones,
video games, computers or

anything else that would
restrict a kid from playing
outdoors every chance he had.
Instead of the gadgets of today
we had cap guns and chaps,
yoyos and model planes.  I
would run home after school,
in any season, and prepare for
the adventures that awaited
me in my neighborhood.
Today, would I be riding the
range, or flying in space?
There were so many choices
and just not enough time.  The
block was full of kids my age
to play with, and our
imaginations would take us
on wonderful far-flung
adventures with memories
that have lasted a lifetime.
Oh, to go back, just for a day,
and head out with the fellows.

Admittedly, I am showing
my age, I have just turned

seventy, and while everyone
is telling me that seventy is the
new fifty, I somehow don�t
believe them.  I have never

been bothered by age, because
I hold the memories of a good
life close to me and take time
to remember the people,
places, and events that have
passed my way.  As a kid,
there were defining moments
that would enter into my life
and transform it forever.  The
first impact was the discovery
of the �monster� in the living
room � the console radio.  It
stood in the corner and,
through a kid�s eyes, was
gigantic; a massive wooden
structure with dials and
knobs trimmed in brass.  It
would come to life, primarily
in the early evening, after
dinner when Grandpa would
flip the switch and the
�monster� would light up.
But what magical places it
held!  You would always

begin with the news, usually
with H.V. Keltenborn and his
�Cruise for News�.  Then it
would be Dragnet, �just the

facts ma�am�,� or Red
Skelton and all his characters,
like the famous Freddie the
Freeloader, and always
closing with, �Good night
and may God Bless.�  What a
kind heart Mr. Skelton had!
(As adults, my wife and I
would become close friends
with Mr. Skelton and I can tell
you that the memories we
have of our �dear friend� are
lifelong treasures.  He was as
kind and generous as you
witnessed on screen.).  On
Saturday morning, the radio
was mine and I would sit
transfixed listening to Roy
Rogers and the Lone Ranger.
Then I would meet up with the
boys in the neighborhood and
we would recreate the
adventures we had all listened
to just a couple of hours

before.
Another important and

defining moment was when
my Dad delivered my first
two-wheel bike.  Now, I had a
tricycle, as all the kids had,
and it was fine, but when Dad
opened the back door of that
1948 Dodge and I saw the
chrome and steel beauty, I
couldn�t wait to climb on
board and take off.  I soon
discovered that it wasn�t as
easy as it looked, it took a bit
of practice, and remember I
didn�t have a helmet or knee
pads, but the scrapes and
scratches didn�t mean a
thing; (oh, and yes, I drank
from the garden hose in the
summer all the time).  The bike
was freedom!  I now could
travel the alleys and sidewalks
that encircled my
neighborhood and ride the
playground to my heart�s
content.  I purchased some
baseball cards at the corner
store, chewed the gum, and
placed the cards in the spokes
of my bike and I was sure that
the sound they created surely
was that of a motorcycle.  I
found streamers for the
handlebars and they would
ruffle as I rode.  I added
reflectors and lights, and I
cared for that bike with the
fondness that only a kid can
have.

One day I discovered that
the �monster� in the living
room, my friend and
companion for so long, had
been replaced with another
device.  Not quite as large, but
decorated with additional
knobs and featuring a round
glass screen in the center � it
would be the first of many
televisions that would pass
through our house.  Now we
would be able to see the people
and places that we could only
imagine when we listened to
the radio.  For the first time,
when I would come home for
lunch, I would find my
Grandmother watching the
TV.  Daytime television was
full of the early Soaps (daytime
television, I didn�t understand
it then, and now after sixty
years, I still don�t understand
it.).  The evenings were filled

with our old favorites.  Mr.
Skelton�s characters came to
life on that new TV.  Sgt. Joe
Friday was tough and
straightforward.  The news
came into your living room,
and See It Now would take us
on a visual journey around the
world.  Person to Person had
interviews of famous people
in their own homes, and of
course, there were my old
favorites, Roy and Dale, The
Lone Ranger and Tonto, Cisco

and Poncho, and some new
arrivals, Buffalo Bob and
Howdy Doody, as well as
Paul Winchell with Jerry
Mahoney and Knucklehead
Smith.  It was wonderful
seeing the actual people, but
somehow, I missed the radio.
I guess it was because I used
my imagination to envision
the people and places that the
stories were telling.  With
television, nothing was left to
the imagination.  It was all
there and, in most cases, that
was alright.  There were six
guns in all their splendor, and
horses galloping through the
countryside (it didn�t look
anything like my
neighborhood), and with the
space shows you virtually
visited other planets and
worlds.  When you think
about how much we were
impressed with television at
its inception, and then how it
has developed within our
lifetime, you gain a
perspective of how much
we�ve all grown up.

Another defining moment of
my childhood, was my first
adventure with Mom and
Dad to an amusement park.
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Colombo's Restaurant (E)
1236 7th St.
304-428-5472
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Huntington

Milton

South Charleston
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HUNTINGTON

Central City Cafe (E)
529 - 14th Street West
304-522-6142

MILTON

Milton Flea Market &
Halfway Market (F)
1215 E. US Route 60
304-743-1123

SOUTH CHARLESTON

South Charleston
Antique Mall, Inc.

617 D. St., So Charleston, WV, I-64 Exit 56
R on Montrose, L on Rt. 60W, L 1st light to D St.,

behind Indian Mound

18,000 Sq. Ft. Multi Dealer Mall
Offering a Diverse Selection of Antiques

from Country to Formal

Open 10-6 Mon-Sat,
Sun 12-5; Only closed

Christmas & Thanksgiving
304-744-8975

SouthCharlestonAntiqueMall.com
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In Columbus, Ohio in the early
1950s we had small parks that
featured modest rides for
children and adults.  You
might have a merry go round,
or a Ferris wheel; maybe a
small boat ride, but not much
more.  It was fun, a nice time
to play and spend time with
Mom or Dad, but not too
exciting.  Sundays were

family days, usually a nice
dinner followed by a ride in
the country, or a visit with
relatives, but always a family
day.  One Sunday we had an
unusually early dinner and
then we headed out.  I didn�t
recognize where we were
going, it wasn�t a familiar
route, the city disappeared
behind me and soon we were
in the country.  I piped up from
the back seat, �Where are we
heading?� �You�ll see,� came
Dad�s answer as he gave me a
smile in the rear-view mirror.

Finally pulling off the main
road (the main road being a
modest two-lane affair) and
after making a few turns, we
approached a gleaming
façade that proclaimed,
�BUCKEYE LAKE PARK.�

Now I had heard of Buckeye
Lake, Ohio.  It is located just
east of Columbus.  It had been
a summer destination for
years, even then.  But to think

that I was actually at the park
it was known for � it was
amazing.  As we pulled into
the parking lot I could see in
the distance the skeleton of a
roller coaster rising on the
horizon and buildings and
rides dotting the landscape.  I
could barely contain my
enthusiasm, and I couldn�t
wait to discover what awaited
me just a few feet away.  As
we walked toward the park
entrance, my eyes scanned the
horizon attempting to take in
all the rides and amusements.

I didn�t know where to begin!
Looming near the main gate
was the gigantic (at least it
seemed so to a lad of ten)
wooden roller coaster, and
within a few moments Dad
and I were in line and waiting
our turn.  Mom would not join
us on this particular ride.  She
would watch as her two
fellows ventured forth on
such a harrowing adventure.
We were fastened into the car
and slowly we began to climb
the steep incline leading to the
peak.  As we approached the
crest I could look out and see
the lake stretching out into the
distance.  My heart was racing
and my anticipation was
almost unbearable.  I looked
to Dad for support and
received the biggest smile.
Somehow, I knew that
everything would be OK;
however, I was still in a fearful
state.  There was a slight
pause, I looked around, and
then suddenly the line of cars
descended with a speed that I
had never imagined.  Then
the cars banked hard to the
right and up and down and
then, before I could fully catch
my breath, it was over and we
were gliding to a stop.  Dad
looked over and just said,
�Well?�  Well what? Let�s do
it again � and again.  I had
forgotten all the other rides.
This was fantastic!  Dad
assured me that we would
come back before we left;
however, there was more to do
and more to see.

Our next stop was a ride
located in the center of the
park.  It stood atop a concrete
pedestal, and looking up, I
could see that attached to
cables were what appeared to
be airplanes.  Again, Dad and
I climbed the stairs and
arrived at a platform that
seemed to be a hundred feet
in the air, when, in point of
fact, it was probably only ten
or fifteen feet above the
midway.  In front of us were
these gleaming metal planes.
I took the front seat and Dad
hopped in the back.  Soon the
ride began to move and, as it
picked up speed, the planes
began to feel as though they

took flight.  They moved away
from the platform and we were
airborne.  You could see the
entire panorama of the park
as the ride continued, and I

summoned the courage to
look over the side and see the
people moving about below
me.  What a thrill!  Slowly the
ride began to slow and the
planes settled back in place.
As I climbed out Dad once
again looked at me and said,
�Well?�  Well what? Let�s do
it again! I couldn�t get enough.

Joining Mom, who also had
the biggest grin on her face, it
was off to the Merry-Go-

Round, where this time she
joined us, and then it was time
to stop for some food. The
boardwalk was filled with
food stands offering every

conceivable kind of delicious
treats; hot dogs of course.
What amusement park didn�t
offer this? There were
hamburgers and shoestring
French fries, and something
called a �corn dog�. I had no
idea what that could be! There
were a couple of conventional
restaurants, and we settled for
that. It truly didn�t matter to
me; all I wanted to do was ride
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the rides, walk the park and
explore all the wondrous
sights.

After lunch, we made our
way to a long section of
buildings with the sign,
�Arcade.� What was an
Arcade? Walking inside I
found a world of fun and
games. First, there was the
�shooting gallery,� with
actual rifles and moving
targets. Dad paid the fee and
took aim. I hadn�t realized that
he was such a good shot. (I
must have appeared like the
character Jem in the movie To
Kill A Mockingbird, when he
sees his father shoot the rabid
dog.) Dad knocked down the
targets and then turned to me
and said, �Michael, you take
that last shot.� �What?� I
couldn�t believe it. I leaned on
the counter and took aim,
missing everything, but
having the time my life; I was
Roy Rogers for real! Then it
was off to the Ski Ball game,
where you take a wooden
ball, like a croquet ball, and

toss it over circular rings to
score points. Dad was a
master and carefully
instructed me on the correct
technique. It would be decades
before I saw him once again
teach my daughter the fine art
of Ski Ball, and it is one of my
happiest memories.

As we neared the end of the
Arcade we came across a
booth that offered to make a
phonograph record. Well I
immediately asked if we

could, and Dad and Mom
agreed. They placed you in an
actual recording booth and
when the red light came on
your recording began. It
seemed like it took forever, and
when completed we received
the little round beauty in its
own sleeve, just like the pros.
I am not quite sure what was
on that recording; I want to
remember that I sang a
memorable song, however, I
am not sure. All I know that
after sixty years I have that
record tucked away safely
with Dad�s handwriting
announcing, �Mike�s first

record.� Maybe it�s time to
check out this masterpiece
once again.

It had been a full day, and
evening was approaching. We
began to make our way to the
car with my small trophies in
hand. It was Mission
Accomplished � my first visit
to Buckeye Lake Amusement
Park � and what a day! I would
return to the park frequently
as I grew up, both with my
family and on my own, and

NORTHEAST WYNORTHEAST WYNORTHEAST WYNORTHEAST WYNORTHEAST WY
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Herman's Antiques (AD)
370 Hwy 50
307-682-5336

as a teenager I would always
make my last stop at the
recording booth with
something new to record.
With the advent of my
seventieth birthday, I must
admit I think back on the
memories of my childhood,
and my life in general, and
take solace in the fact that I
grew up in the time that I did.
I don�t know that I would
choose a different time. It was
a period of great change and
discovery, of innocence and
seismic shifts, but it was my
time; and as Mark Twain said,
�If you can�t make seventy by

a comfortable road � don�t
go!�

REMEMBER, UNTIL THE
NEXT TIME, THERE�S GOLD
IN YOUR ATTIC, HAVE FUN
AND HAPPY HUNTING.

Watch for Michael�s new books;
STATE AND HIGH;
GROWING UP DOWNTOWN,
as well as ALONE ON STAGE;
THE HISTORY OF THE ONE-
PERSON SHOW.�
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